
BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT M i n u t e s  o f  Meet ing August 20 ,  1980 a t  7 :30  P.M. i n  W i l t o n
Court Room.

Present: Members o f  Board o f  Adjustment -  Greg Bohosiewicz, Chairman; G a i l  P r o c t o r,
Clerk;  Thomas M i t c h e l l ;  S teve  C o l l i n s ;  Har land Savage. A b u t t e r s :  O l i v e  Wiggin,
Wi l l iam Abbot t ,  James D a l y,  F l e t c h e r  Seagroves. B u i l d i n g  I n s p e c t o r,  Members o f
Board o f  Selectmen and o the rs  a l s o  p resen t .
Case #1980-5. G a i l  P roc to r  read t h e  p e t i t i o n  presented by  H i l l sborough  M i l l s  t o
subdivide l o t  on  Highland S t r e e t  w i t h  some f ron tage  on  Seagroves Lane r e s u l t i n g
i n  one n ine  ac re  l o t  and one f r o n t i n g  on  Seagroves Road w i t h  l e s s  t h a n  requ i red
frontage,  and l e s s  t h a n  requ i red  acreage; a l s o  Seagroves Road i s  n o t  a  town accepted
road accord ing t o  town o f f i c i a l s .

Norman Draper,  speaking f o r  H i l l sborough  M i l l s ,  showed a  map o f  t h e  proposed sub-
d i v i s i o n  and descr ibed t h e  p r o p e r t y.  T h e  sma l l  l o t  has a  house on  i t  which has
been used as  a  dwe l l i ng  s i nce  about  1945 o r  1946. B e f o r e  t h a t  i t  was a  camp owned
by A .  J .  F o s t e r.  T h e  Abbot t  i n t e r e s t s  bought  t h e  p rope r t y  i n  1945. I n  a t tempt ing
to s e l l  t h e  p r o p e r t y,  h e  s a i d  t h a t  i f  someone wished t o  buy t h e  l a n d ,  t h e y  d i d  n o t
want t h e  b u i l d i n g ,  and those  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h e  b u i l d i n g  cou ld  n o t  a f f o r d  t o  buy
the a d d i t i o n a l  l a n d .  H i l l s b o r o u g h  M i l l s  i s  f l e x i b l e  o n  t h e  acreage f o r  t h e  house
l o t ,  b u t  f e e l  t h a t  a d d i t i o n a l  acreage t h e r e  would n o t  be o f  va lue  t o  owner o f  t h e
house.
The road has a  l ong  h i s t o r y.  P e r h a p s  i t  i s  n o t  now an o f f i c i a l  t o w n  road b u t  i t
has been t he re  f o r  over  100 years .  H e  read f rom t h e  Town C l e r k ' s  reco rd  t h a t  t h e
road was l a i d  o u t  i n  1868, and apparen t l y  accepted a t  t h a t  t i m e .  I n  1953, r e s i d e n t s
had p e t i t i o n e d  t o  have i t  accepted as  a  town road,  propos ing t h a t  i t  be widened t o
30 f e e t ,  b u t  t h e  a r t i c l e  i n  t h e  war rant  was vo ted  down by  Town Meeting. T h e r e  was
discussion o f  whether i t  had ever  been maintained by  t h e  town. R e s i d e n t s  s a i d  i t
had been a t  some p o i n t s ,  w h i l e  town o f f i c i a l s  ques t ioned  t h i s .  Someone po in ted  o u t
that  had t h e  town been aware o f  t h e  acceptance o f  t h e  road i n  1868 t h e  r e f u s a l  t o
accept i t  i n  1953 would n o t  have occurred.

The l o t  i s  i n  t h e  r e s i d e n t i a l - a g r i c u l t u r a l  zone. M r .  Draper  thought  t h a t  t h e  pos-
s ib le  purchaser o f  t h e  9  acres was cons ide r ing  fa rming  i t .

There was d i scuss ion  o f  whether t h e  b u i l d i n g  had a  s u i t a b l e  s e p t i c  system. M r .
Draper po in ted  o u t  t h a t  a l though he d i d n ' t  know what t ype  o f  s e p t i c  system was
used, i t  had apparen t l y  worked s o  f a r  and under t h e  l aw  i f  i t  r equ i red  r e p a i r s  i t
could be done s ince  i t  i s  an  e x i s t i n g  system.

Discussion o f  whether H i l l sbo rough  M i l l s  had considered updat ing  t h e  road t o  town
standards. H o w e v e r,  t h e r e  would s t i l l  be  i n s u f f i c i e n t  f r o n t a g e  and acreage regard -
less o f  whether i t  were on  a  town accepted road.

Mr. Draper  presented an  a l t e r n a t i v e  p l a n  o f  subd iv id ing  t h e  l o t  i f  t h e  var iance  i s
turned down. T h i s  showed a  10- f o o t  s t r i p  on  Highland S t r e e t  t o  s a t i s f y  t h e  f ron tage
requirement, a  30 f o o t  s t r i p  behind t h e  o t h e r  l o t s  t o  connect t h e  b u i l d i n g  l o t  t o
the f r on tage ,  and enough a d d i t i o n a l  acreage behind t h e  l o t  t o  s a t i s f y  t h e  one ac re
requirement. T h i s  o r  a  s i m i l a r  p l a n  would be  presented t o  t h e  Planning Board
should t h e  var iance  n o t  be  pe rm i t ted .

A f te r  a  b r i e f  execu t i ve  sess ion  o f  t h e  Board members o f  t h e  Board re tu rned  t o  t h e
meeting. T h e r e  be ing  no f u r t h e r  d iscuss ion ,  a  mot ion was made by  Tom M i t c h e l l  as
fo l lows:
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Be i t  reso lved  t h a t  t h e  var iance  requested b y  H i l l sborough  M i l l s  t o  c rea te  a  sub-
^  s t a n d a r d  l o t  as  descr ibed i n  t h e i r  p e t i t i o n  be denied f o r  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  reasons:

(1) a  hardsh ip  does n o t  e x i s t  which i s  i n h e r e n t  i n  t h e  l and ;  ( 2 )  t h e  s p i r i t  and
in ten t  o f  t h e  zoning ordinance would be broken,  and ( 3 )  n o t  t o  g r a n t  t h e  var iance
would n o t  r e s u l t  i n  an i n j u s t i c e .

The motion was seconded b y  G a i l  P r o c t o r.  A l l  members o f  t h e  Board p resent  voted
in  f a v o r  o f  t h e  mot ion.  O w n e r s  were in formed o f  t h e i r  r i g h t  o f  appeal .

Case #  1980-7 ( C a s e  No. 1980-6 had been withdrawn prev ious t o  t h e  meet ing. )

Gail  P roc to r  read t h e  p e t i t i o n  by  Steven L .  and Bern ice  S.  Dunn t o  conver t  t h e
barn behind t h e i r  s t o r e  on  Main S t r e e t  i n t o  a  d w e l l i n g  f o r  t h e  owners.

Mr. W i l l i a m  Keefe, a t t o r n e y  f o r  t h e  owners, s a i d  t h a t  i n  regard t o  Ordinance 7C,
they had checked measurements and found t h a t  t h e  b u i l d i n g s  o n  t h e  l o t  covered n o t
more than  66% o f  t h e  e n t i r e  l o t ,  w e l l  w i t h i n  t h e  75% maximum coverage. T h e y  have
decided t o  c a l l  t h i s  an  apartment when i t  i s  done; apartments a r e  permi t ted  i n
the commercial zone. U n d e r  these  ci rcumstances,  h e  f e l t  t h a t  no var iance  i s
required under t h e  zoning ord inance s i n c e  apartments a r e  s p e c i f i c a l l y  a l l owed  i n
the commercial d i s t r i c t  and coverage o f  t h e  l o t  i s  w i t h i n  t h e  requirements.  H e
presented a  l e t t e r  wi thdrawing t h e  reques t  f o r  a  var iance .  T h e y  w i l l  r eapp l y  f o r
a b u i l d i n g  pe rm i t  on  t h i s  b a s i s .  C o p y  o f  t h e  l e t t e r  i s  a t tached as a  p a r t  o f  these
minutes.
The meeting was adjourned.


