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Case No.  8 6 - 5
Zoning Boa rd  o f  A d j u s t m e n t ,  W i l t o n ,  N . H .

A p r i l  9 ,  1 9 8 6

ZBA Members P r e s e n t :  A c t i n g  C h a i r  A r l e n e  L a u r e n i t i s ,  Tom M i t c h e l l ,
Eddie Lammingfn, a n d  S tephen B l a n c h a r d .

The m e e t i n g  was c a l l e d  t o  o r d e r  a t  8  P. M .  a n d  t h e  b o a r d
heard t h e  f o l l o w i n g  t w o  a p p l i c a t i o n s . a f t e r  a c c e p t i n g  t h e  m i n u t e s
as p r e s e n t e d  b y  A . L .  w i t h  one  c o r r e c t i o n  made b y  E . L .  a n d  S . B .

1. C a s e  8 6 - 2 ,  a p p l i c a t i o n  b y  H i g h  Mowing Schoo l  o f  A b b o t  H i l l
Road f o r  a  S p e c i a l  E x c e p t i o n  t o  A r t i c l e  V.  S e c t i o n  C . l .  t o  a l t e r
the u s e  o f  e x i s t i n g  b u i l d i n g s  i n  t h e  R e s i d e n t / A g .  z o n e .

Appear ing f o r  H i g h  Mowing we re  Carey  Hughes,  r k a S s o
and .  T h e y  showed t h e  b o a r d  a  p l a n  i l l u s t r a t i n g
the p r e s e n t  d o r m a t o r y  and  t h e  t w o  new proposed  d o r m a t o r i e s  a s
w e l l  a s  changes i n  t h e  d r i v e w a y.  T h e y  e x p l a i n e d  t h a t  t h e r e  w i l l
be t w i c e  a s  much s q u a r e  f o o t a g e  i n  t h e  new d o r m a t o r i e s  a s  t h e  o l d
one, b u t  t h e  e x t r a  space  w i l l  b e  used  t o  house t h e  same number o f
s tudents  a s  p r e s e n t  w i t h  t h e  a d d i t i o n  o f  l o u n g e s ,  l a u n d r y  rooms,
and o t h e r  spaces .  T h e  p r e s e n t  d o r m a t o r y  b u i l d i n g  w i l l  r e m a i n  and
be used  f o r  c l a s s r o o m s ,  b u t  may b e  removed i n  t h e  f u t u r e .  T h e
school  a l r e a d y  h a s  a  new s e p t i c  s y s t e m  and  adequate  w a t e r .  T h e
school  does  n o t  i n t e n d  t o  i n c r e a s e  t h e  p r e s e n t  number o f  s t u d e n t s .
THe new b u i l d i n g s  w i l l  b e  o f  t h e  same s t y l e  a s  e x i s t i n g  s c h o o l
b u i l d i n g s .  M o r e  space  f o r  p a r k i n g  i s  p l a n n e d  t o  c o i n c i d e  w i t h  t h e
new b u i l d i n g s .  A l t h o u g h  t h e  t w o  new d o r m a t o r i e s  w i l l  c r e a t e  more
l i g h t  t h a n  t h e  one  p r e s e n t  d o r m a t o r y,  t h e r e  a r e  n o  n e i g h b o r s  n e a r b y.

The b o a r d  h e a r d  f r o m  n o  a b u t t e r s .  T h e  ZBA r e v i e w e d  t h e  c r i t e r i a
o u t l i n e d  i n  A r t i c l e  V.  S e c t i o n  C . l .  w i t h  t h e  a p p l i c a n t  and  f o u n d
t h a t  t h e  p roposed  u s e  wou ld  n o t  b o t h e r  s u r r o u n d i n g  p r o p e r t y  owners
because o f  l i g h t s ,  n o i s e ,  o d o r s  o r  o t h e r  f a c t o r s ;  w o u l d  n o t
e f f e c t  t h e  v a l u e  o f  s u r r o u n d i n g  p r o p e r t y ;  h a d  adequa te  w a t e r
and sewerage f a c i l i t i e s  a n d  p a r k i n g ;  a n d  w o u l d  n o t  d e t r a c t  f r o m
the a t t r a c t i v e n e s s  o f  t h e  t o w n .
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Tom M i t c h e l l  made a  m o t i o n  t o  g r a n t  H i g h  Mowing Schoo l
the S p e c i a l  E x c e p t i o n  t o  A r t i c l e  V.  S e c t i o n  C . 1 .  a s  p e r  t h e
a p p l i c a t i o n .

Seconded b y  S tephen  B l a n c h a r d
Passed b y  unanimous v o t e .

2. C a s e  8 6 - 5 .  A p p l i c a t i o n  b y  Nancy E .  D a v i s  o f  Ma in  S t r e e t
f o r  a  S p e c i a l  E x c e p t i o n  t o  A r t i c l e  V.  S e c t i o n  B  and  a  Va r i a n c e
to  A r t i c l e  V.  S e c t i o n  A .  t o  o p e r a t e  a  c r a f t  shop  o n  a n  e x i s t i n g
f r o n t  p o r c h  i n  t h e  R e s i d e n t i a l  D i s t r i c t .

A c t i n g  C h a i r  A r l e n e  L a u r e n i t i s  s t a t e d  t h a t  s h e  had  asked  t h e
a p p l i c a n t  t o  a p p l y  f o r  a  Va r i a n c e  t o o  s o  t h e  b o a r d  c o u l d  d e c i d e
which ( S p e c i a l  E x c e p t i o n  o r  Va r i a n c e )  w o u l d  a p p l y  i n  h e r  c a s e .
She a l s o  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  b o a r d  had  r e c e i v e d  a  l e t t e r  f r o m  one
a b u t t e r ,  Souhegan Wood P r o d u c t s ,  s t a t i n g  t h a t  t h e y  had  n o  o b j e c t i o n
to  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n .

Nancy D a v i s  e x p l a i n e d  t h a t  s h e  sewed h e r  own c r a f t s  a n d
wished t o  s e l l  t h e s e ,  p o s s i b l . ,  o t h e r  p e o p l e ' s  c r a f t s  a n d  c r a f t

eN s u p p l i e s  o n  h e r  f r o n t  p o r c h .  H e r  i n t e n t i o n  was t o  s e l l  c r a f t  s u p p l i e s
m a i n l y.

T.M. a d d r e s s e d  t h e  i s s u e  o f  w h e t h e r  t h e  a p p l i c a n t  needed a
Spec ia l  E x c e p t i o n  f o r  a  home o c c u p a t i o n  o r  a  Va r i a n c e  f o r  t h e
c r a f t  s h o p .  H e  e x p l a i n e d  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  be tween t h e  t w o  t o  t h e
a p p l i c a n t  and  s a i d  h i s  o p i n i o n  was t h a t  t h e  s e l l i n g  o f  c r a f t
supp l i es  d i d  n o t  i n  i t s e l f  p r e c l u d e  a  S p e c i a l  E x c e p t i o n ,  b u t
t h a t  t h e  vo lume a n d  scope  o f  t h e  i n t e n d e d  b u s i n e s s  was a n  i m p o r t a n t
f a c t o r .  H e  s t r e s s e d ,  a n d  A . L .  l a t e r  c i t e d  t h e  r e g u l a t i o n  A r t i c l e
V. S e c t i o n  B . 2 . ,  t h a t  when a  home o c c u p a t i o n  ou tg rows  t h e
standards s e t  b y  t h e  ZBA, i t  mus t  r e l o c a t e  t o  a  commerc ia l  d i s t r i c t .

Nancy D a v i s  a s s u r e d  t h e  b o a r d  t h a t  t h e  i n t e n d e d  b u s i n e s s  w o u l d
be v e r y  s m a l l .  S h e  works  p a r t - t i m e ,  s o  w o u l d  keep  t h e  c r a f i s h o p
open a  minimum o f  h o u r s ,  p e r h a p s  3  h r s . / d a y ,  p l u s  9 - 5  o n  S a t .  a n d
2-5 o n  Sunday.  T h e  open  p r o c h  i n  8 '  x  2 2 '  a n d  w o u l d  n o t  b e  e n c l o s e d
i n i t i a l l y .  T o  s t a r t ,  c r a f t  s u p p l i e s  f o r  s e w i n g ,  macrame, k n i t t i n g
and c r o c h e t  w o u l d  b e  k e p t  i n  a  4 '  x  8 '  b o x  o n  t h e  p o r c h .  S h e

/1"% e x p e c t s  a  maximum o f  t w o  cus tomers  a t  o n c e .
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At t h i s  p o i n t  t h e  ZBA members a g r e e d  t h a t  Nancy D a v i s  c o u l d
proceed w i t h  a  S p e c i a l  E x c e p t i o n  a p p l i c a t i o n  i n s t e a d  o f  a
Va r i ance ,  b a s e d  upon  t h e  p roposed  vo lume a n d  scope  o f  t h e  b u s i n e s s .

The b o a r d  began t o  add ress  t h e  i s s u e  o f  adequacy o f  p a r k i n g
f o r  t h e  c r a f t  s h o p .  T h e  D a v i s  house  i s  l o c a t e d  a t  t h e  c o r n e r  o f
Main S t .  a n d  De foe  A l l e y .  D e f o e  A l l e y  i s  t h e  o n l y  e n t r a n c e  f o r  t he .
Davis '  d r i v e w a y  a n d  a n  a b u t t e r ,  A l i c e  Deschamps' d r i v e w a y ) t o
Main S t r e e t .  N a n c y  D a v i s  s a i d  s h e  h a d  4  p a r k i n g  spaces  i n  h e r
yard  and  4  v e h i c l e s  i n  t h e  h o u s e h o l d ,  b u t  t h a t  s h e  w o u l d  make
her  sons  p a r k  e l sewhere  ( o n  t h e  l a w n )  d u r i n g  open  h o u r s .  B o a r d
members exp ressed  c o n c e r n  o v e r  adequacy o f  p a r k i n g  and  p o i n t e d
out  t h a t  A r t i c l e  V.  S e c t i o n  B . 2 .  r e q u i r e s  t h a t  t h e r e  b e  s u f f i c i e n t
o f f  s t r e e t  p a r k i n g  f o r  employees,  c u s t o m e r s  a n d  s u p p l i e r s ,  w i t h
up t o  2  a d d i t i o n a l  spaces  a l l o w e d  t o  b e  added .

Two a b u t t e r s  w e r e  p r e s e n t :  A l i c e  Deschamps a n d  Mar lene  L e f r a n c o i s .
A l i c e  Deschamps was opposed t o  t h e  p roposed  u s e  because o f  p a r k i n g
and access  p r o b l e m s .  S h e  s t a t e d  t h a t  s h e  a l r e a d y  somet imes h a s
problems g e t t i n g  o u t  o f  h e r  d r i v e w a y  because someone i s  b l o c k i n g
i t .  T r a f f i c  f r o m  t h e  D a v i s  househo ld  h a s  backed  i n t o  h e r  p o r c h .
Cars p a r k e d  o n  Ma in  S t .  make i t  d i f f i c u l t  f o r  h e r  t o  s e e  oncoming
t r a f f i c o e m i n g  o u t  o f  De foe  A l l e y .  P r e s e n t l y  s h e  pays  f o r  w i n t e r
p low ing  o f  De foe  A l l e y .  A l i c e  Deschamps s a i d  De foe  A l l e y  was a
town r o a d  b u t  has  n o t  been  m a i n t a i n e d  f o r  2 0  y e a r s .

E.L.  a s k e d  Road A g e n t  C h a r l i e  McGe t t i gan  whe the r  De foe  A l l e y
was a  t o w n  r o a d .

Mr. M c G e t t i g a n  r e p l i e d  t h a t  i t  had  n o t  been  m a i n t a i n e d  b y  t h e
town f o r  2 0  y e a r s .  H e  a l s o  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e r e  we re  p rob lems  w i t h
a l l o w i n g  p a r k i n g  o n  Ma in  S t .  because  i t  i s  s o  b u s y.

E.L.  s a i d  t h e  d e t e r m i n a t i o n  o f  t h e  s t a t u s  o f  De foe  A l l e y
cou ld  a f f e c t  h i s  d e c i s i o n .  H e  asked  M r.  M c G e t t i g a n  a b o u t  p u t t i n g
up a  "  n o  p a r k i n g "  s i g n  o n  Ma in  S t . ,  b u t  b o a r d  members d e c i d e d  i t
would n o t  r e a l l y  b e  e f f e c t i v e  i n  s t o p p i n g  p a r k i n g .

T.M. a s k e d  w h e t h e r  t h e  c r a f t  shop  w o u l d  c r e a t e  e x c e s s i v e
conges t i on  and  w h a t  t h e  D a v i s '  w o u l d  d o  a b o u t  w i n t e r  p a r k i n g .

Mrs. D a v i s  r e p l i e d  t h a t  s h e  d i d  n o t  know i f  t h e  shop  w o u l d
be s u c c e s s f u l  a n d  s t a y  open  t h a t  l o n g .

T.M. s a i d  t h a t  t h e  ZBA h a s  t o  l o o k  a t  a l l  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t i e s .
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A b u t t e r  Ma r l ene  L e f r a n c o i s  s a i d  s h e  h a s  n o  p rob lems  w i t h
the p a r k i n g  and  was n o t  opposed a l t h o u g h  she  exp ressed  some
concern a b o u t  h e r  c h i l d r e n  o n  b i k e s .

Nancy D a v i s  a s k e d  a b o u t  a l l o w i n g  p a r k i n g  a c r o s s  M a i n  S t .
The b o a r d  f o u n d  p rob lems  w i t h  t h i s  i d e a  because o f  g e t t i n g

pe rm iss ion  f o r m  t h e  o w n e r,  m a i n t a i n i n g  t h e  s p a c e s ,  a n d  p rob lems
c r o s s i n g  t h e  b u s y  s t r e e t .

At  t h i s  p o i n t  t h e  b o a r d  d e c i d e d  t h a t  t h e y  needed t o  s e e  a
w r i t t e n  p l a n  show ing  p a r k i n g  b e f o r e  t h e y  c o u l d  d e c i d e  t h e  c a s e .
They d e c i d e d  t o  c o n t i n u e  t h e  h e a r i n g  t o  A p r i l  3 0 ,  1 9 8 6  when t h e y
would have  v i e w e d  t h e  s i t e  and  w o u l d  s e e  t h e  p l a n .  T . M .  s u g g e s t e d
t h a t  t h e  b o a r d  r e v i e w  a l l  t h e  c r i t e r i a  t o  d e t e r m i n e  now i f  a n y
f u r t h e r  i n f o r m a t i o n  was needed o n  a n y  o t h e r  i t e m .  T h e  b o a r d
went t h e o u g h  t h e  o t h e r  c r i t e r i a -  and f o u n d  t h e r e  we re  n o  p o t e n t i a l
f i i e  hazards ( n o  f l a m a b l e  c r a f t  s u p p l i e s  w o u l d  b e  k e p t ) .  L i g h t s
cou ld  b e  a n  i s s u e  i f  t h e r e  were  e v e n i n g  h o u r s .  T . M .  f e l t  t h e  shop
hours s h o u l d  b e  s p e c i f i e d  f o r  t h e  b o a r d  t o  make a  d e c i s i o n .  M r .
Davis s a i d  t h e y  w o u l d  s a y  no rma l  b u s i n e s s  h o u r s :  9 - 5  M- S a t ,
p o s s i b l y  o n e  e v e n i n g  u n t i l  8  P. M . ,  a n d  Sunday 1 - 5 .  N o  n o i s e  o r
odors f r o m  t h e  u s e  was a n t i c i p a t e d .  T h e  v a l u e  o f  s u r r o u n d i n g
p r o p e r t i e s  a n d  t h e  t o w n  appearance c o u l d  b e  enhanced b y  a n  e n c l o s e d
porch.  W a t e r  and  sewerage were  n o t  a  f a c t o r  i n  t h e  c r a f t  shop .
No employees a r e  a n t i c i p a t e d  now.  I f  e n c l o s e d ,  t h e  p o r c h  wou ld
s t i l l  b e  a b l e  t o  b e  r e v e r t e d  t o  r e s i d e n t i a l  u s e .  I f  e n c l o s e d ,  t h e
porch w o u l d  b e  g l a s s  a n d  wou ld  b e  h e a t e d  i n  w i n t e r  b y  o p e n i n g  t h e
door t o  t h e  house  o r  b y  a  space  h e a t e r .

T.M. p o i n t e d  o u t  t h a t  t h e r e  c o u l d  b e  n o  e x t e r i o r  s t o r a g e .
E.L.  a s k e d  a b u t t e r s  i f  t h e y  h a d  q u e s t i o n s  b e s i d e s  t h e  p a r k i n g .

No. M a r l e n e  L e f r a n c o i s  sugges ted  s i g n s  b e  p u t  u p  t h a t  c h i l d r e n
were t h e r e  a n d  n o  p a r k i n g  was a l l o w e d  o n  Ma in  S t .

A l i c e  Deschamps r e i t e r a t e d  h e r  c o n c e r n s  a b o u t  p a r k i n g ,  h e r
access t o  M a i n  S t .  a n d  t h a t  t h e  D a v i s '  m a i n t a i n  t h e i r  own p a r t  o f
Defoe A l l e y .  S h e  s a i d  t h a t  a d d i n g  2  more  p a r k i n g  spaces  c o u l d
cause c a r s  t o  b a c k  u p  o n t o  h e r  p o r c h .

E.L.  s a i d  t h a t  p o s s i b l y  t h e  b o a r d  c o u l d  impose l i m i t a t i o n s
to  p r o t e c t  h e r  u s e  o f  t h e  s t r e e t .

Stephen B l a n c h a r d  made a  m o t i o n  t o  c o n t i n u e  t h e  D a v i s  h e a r i n g
to  A p r i l  3 0 ,  1 9 8 6  u n t i l  t h e  a p p l i c a n t  p r e s e n t s  t h e  b o a r d  w i t h  a
p lan  f o r  p a r k i n g .  T o m  M i t c h e l l  seconded.  P a s s e d  Unan imous ly.

Meet ing a d j o u r n e d  a t  9 : 4 5  P. M .
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You a r e  h e r e b y  n o t i f i e d  t h a t  t h e  a p p e a l  o f  H i g h  Mowing Schoo l
f o r  a  S p e c i a l  E x c e p t i o n  t o  t h e  t e r m s  o f  A r t i c l e  V,  S e c t i o n
C.1. o f  t h e  z o n i n g  o r d i n a n c e  has  been  GRANTED a s  p e r  t h e
a p p l i c a t i o n  b y  t h e  a f f i r m a t i v e  v o t e  o f  a t  l e a s t  t h r e e  members
o f  t h e  z o n i n g  b o a r d  o f  a d j u s t m e n t .

a r i t k ,  ( f a i j

A c t i n g  Chai rman

( L H


