
TOWN OF WILTON

ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

MAY 1 2 ,  1 9 9 3

VOTING BOARD: C h a i r m a n  N e i l  Faiman; members Steve Blanchard & Tom M i t c h e l l ;
a l te rna te  members Joanna Eckstrom & J im Tu t t l e .

CLERK: D i a n e  N i l sson

AGENDA: H e r b e r t  T.  &  Phoebe J .  Hodge, J r .  -  request  f o r  a  var iance.

Chairman Faiman c a l l e d  t h e  meeting t o  o rde r  a t  7 :30  p.m. and announced t h a t
Jan Grossman would be p rov i d i ng  s i g n  language t r a n s l a t i o n .  He a l s o  s ta ted  t h a t
a l l  v o t i n g  members w i t h  t h e  except ion  o f  Mr.  T u t t l e  have v i s i t e d  t h e  s i t e .

Case #  5/12/93-1 HODGE
Herbert T.  &  Phoebe J .  Hodge, J r . ,  L o t  K-010 i n  t h e  R e s i d e n t i a l / A g r i c u l t u r a l
D i s t r i c t ,  requested a  var iance t o  t h e  terms o f  Sect ion  6 .2 .4  o f  t h e  W i l t on
Zoning Ordinance t o  pe rmi t  c o n s t r i c t i o n  o f  a  garage ( r e p l a c i n g  an e x i s t i n g
shed) 15 f e e t  f r om the  r e a r  l o t  l i n e .

Mr. Hodge exp la ined t h a t  he wants t o  remove h i s  e x i s t i n g  t o o l  shed and rep lace
i t  w i t h  a  26 '  X  24 '  garage.  The shed i s  p r e s e n t l y  19 '  f r o m  the  r e a r  l o t  l i n e .
The garage would be 15 '  f r o m  t h e  same l o t  l i n e .  M r.  Hodge's l o t  i s  z  acre  i n
size and i n  o rder  t o  s i t e  t h e  garage 35 '  f r o m  a l l  l o t  l i n e s  he would have t o
b r ing  i n  f i l l  a n d  make a  new access.
The Board f e l t  t h a t  t h i s  garage was an update o f  a  grandfathered b u i l d i n g
(the shed) and t h a t  t h e  Board would s imp ly  be extending a  non-conforming use
i n  many ways. They a l s o  f e l t  t h a t  t h i s  request  was cons is ten t  w i t h  t h e  charac te r
o f  t h e  neighborhood which more resembles Res iden t ia l  t han  R e s i d e n t i a l / A g r i c u l t u r a l ,
and i n  f a c t  borders  a  Res iden t i a l  D i s t r i c t .
Abutters Anna & Wayne S i l v a ,  S r .  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e y  had no o b j e c t i o n  t o  t h e  Board
grant ing t h e  var iance .
MOTION: M r .  Blanchard moved t o  approve t h e  var iance ,  seconded b y  Mr.  T u t t l e

w i th  a l l  i n  f a v o r.

Mr. Faiman s ta ted  t h a t  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  was approved unanimously and t h e  app l i can t s
w i l l  r ece i ve  a  w r i t t e n  n o t i c e  o f  approval  f rom t h e  Board w i t h i n  a  few days. He
also s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  Selectmen, any  p a r t y  t o  t h e  a c t i o n  o r  proceedings, o r  any
person a f f ec ted  thereby  may app ly  f o r  a  rehear ing  o f  t h i s  dec i s ion .  A  request
f o r  a  rehear ing  must be f i l e d  i n  w r i t i n g  w i t h  t h e  Zoning Board o f  Adjustment on
or be fo re  June 1 ,  1993,  and  must f u l l y  s p e c i f y  a l l  grounds on which t he  rehear ing
i s  requested.

The Board found t h e  f o l l o w i n g  reasons f o r  approval :
1. T h e  proposed use would n o t  d im in i sh  t he  surrounding p roper t y  va lue because

the garage would enhance the  surroiunding property values wi th  a  more
agreeable structure.

2. G r a n t i n g  t h i s  var iance would be i n  t he  p u b l i c  i n t e r e s t  because the  garage
would improve the  Hodge's property and improve the  appearance o f  the
neighborhod.
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3. D e n i a l  o f  t he  var iance  would cause unnecessary hardship because o f  t h e
fo l low ing  circumstances which make t h e  Hodge's p rope r t y  unique f rom o t h e r
properties i n  the  same zone: The Hodge's have onlyN acre o f  land. The s i t e
for  the garage i s  f l a t  and has the  best access. Bui lding the garage on the
si te  o f  the present toolshed i s  an upgrade o f  a  grandfathered use.

4. G r a n t i n g  t h e  var iance would do s u b s t a n t i a l  j u s t i c e  because Mr.  Hodge would
not have t o  work out i n  the  elements when working on his  vehicles.

5. T h e  use i s  n o t  c o n t r a r y  t o  t h e  s p i r i t  o f  t h e  ordinance because t h i s  bui lding
w i l l  be used t o  house Mr.  Hodge's vehicles and h is  tools .  The character and
placement o f  the bui lding i s  consistent w i th  the character o f  the neighborhood.

MOTION: M s .  Eckstrom moved t o  accept  t h e  mod i f i ca t ions  t o  t h e  reasons, seconded
by Mr.  M i t c h e l l  w i t h  a l l  i n  f a v o r.

NEW BUSINESS

MINUTES -  A p r i l  14 ,  1993

MOTION: M r .  B lanchard moved t o  approve t h e  4 /14/93 minutes as  w r i t t e n ,  seconded
by Mr.  T u t t l e  w i t h  a l l  i n  f a v o r.

There was a  mot ion t o  ad journ  t h e  meeting, d u l y  seconded and passed w i t h  a l l  i n
favor.  The meeting was adjourned a t  8  p.m.

Respect fu l ly  submit ted,

Sc
Diane N i l sson ,  C l e r k

Posted: M a y  18,  1993


