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1.0

PREAMBLE

In pursuance of authority conferred by Chapter 674:16, N.H. Revised Statutes Annotated, 1955,
as amended, (N.H. RSA), the following Ordinance is hereby enacted by the voters of the Town
of Wilton, New Hampshire, in Official Town Meeting this 13th day of March, 1990.

The purpose of this ordinance is to promote and protect the health, safety, prosperity,
convenience or general welfare of the inhabitants, as well as efficiency and economy in the
process of development of the incorporated Town of Wilton, by the promotion of good civic
design and arrangements including protection of farmlands and open space; by wise and
efficient expenditures of public funds; by the adequate provision of public utilities and other
public requirements; and by other means. The Articles of this Ordinance take precedence over
the articles of the "Wilton Code of Building and Sanitation" and supersede all "Zoning
Ordinances" previously adopted by the Town of Wilton, New Hampshire.

For the purpose of this Ordinance, wherever the effective date of the ordinance is referred to
herein, this reference is defined as the date the particular section or subsection was first adopted
by the Town of Wilton.
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2.0

DISTRICTS

For the purposes of this ordinance, the Town of Wilton is divided into the following primary
Zoning Districts: RESIDENTIAL DISTRICT, GENERAL RESIDENCE AND
AGRICULTURAL DISTRICT, COMMERCIAL DISTRICT, INDUSTRIAL DISTRICT and
OFFICE PARK DISTRICT. All land in the Town of Wilton is located within one of the above-
mentioned primary districts.

The ordinance also defines the following overlay Zoning Districts: RESEARCH AND OFFICE
PARK DISTRICT, GRAVEL EXCAVATION DISTRICT, FLOODPLAIN
CONSERVATION DISTRICT, WETLANDS CONSERVATION DISTRICT, AQUIFER
PROTECTION DISTRICT, AGE-RESTRICTED HOUSING DISTRICT, WATERSHED
DISTRICT and PERSONAL WIRELESS SERVICE FACILITIES DISTRICT. Land in the
Town of Wilton may be located outside of any overlay district or within one or more overlay
districts in addition to its underlying primary district. Each Zoning District is described by a
section of this ordinance, which specifies the permitted uses and the restrictions on uses in that
district. Land in an overlay district may have additional permitted uses or additional restrictions
beyond those provided in its underlying primary district. (Amended March 2020)

The location of each district is specified in the section of the ordinance that describes the
district; except that GENERAL RESIDENCE AND AGRICULTURAL DISTRICT
encompasses all land not listed as belonging to any other primary zoning district. The Zoning
Districts and their boundaries are also depicted by colors or lines on a Zoning Map that is filed
with the Wilton Town Clerk.

In the event the zoning district or overlay zoning district locations cannot be determined from
the zoning ordinance text, then the adopted zoning or zoning overlay map may be used to
resolve ambiguities in the district locations along with Town Meeting and Planning Board
minutes. (Amended March 2007)
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3.0

3.1.1-a

3.1.10

3.1.11

DEFINITIONS

For the purpose of this Ordinance, certain terms are defined as provided in this section.

Accessory building. A building subordinate to the permitted main building on a lot, which is
used for purposes incidental to and customarily or habitually associated with the use of the main
building. (Admended March 2009)

Accessory Use. A use of a lot or building which is occasioned by and subordinate to the
permitted primary use of that lot or building, and is customarily or habitually associated with it.
(Adopted March 2005; Amended March 2009)

Aircraft. Airborne conveyance, mechanical or otherwise, intended to transport one or more
persons. (Amended March 2021)

Agquifer. Land areas determined to overlay water saturated stratified drift deposits of sands
and/or gravels capable of yielding private and public potable water supplies.

Buffer. An area within a lot or site, generally adjacent to and parallel with the property line,
either consisting of natural existing vegetation or created by the use of trees, shrubs, fences
and/or berms designed to limit continuously the view of and/or sound from the site to adjacent
sites or properties. (Amended March 1991)

Building. A structure having a roof or cover and forming a shelter for persons, animals or
property.

Dwelling. A building containing one or more dwelling units used for non-transient occupancy.
The term "dwelling" includes but is not restricted to private homes, apartment buildings,
condominiums and town houses. (See also "Hotel" and "Rooming House".)

Single Family Dwelling. A building containing one dwelling unit.

b. Duplex or Two-Family Dwelling. A building containing two (2) dwelling units attached,
designed or arranged as separate housekeeping units within the dwelling.

c. Multi-Family Dwelling. A building containing three (3) or more dwelling units attached,
designed or arranged as separate housekeeping units within the dwelling.

Dwelling Unit. One or more living or sleeping rooms arranged for the use of one or more
individuals living as a single-family housekeeping unit, with cooking, living, sanitary and
sleeping facilities. (See also "Lodging Unit".)

Family. A group of individuals, whether or not related, living together in a dwelling unit in a
structured relationship constituting an organized housekeeping unit. (Amended March 2018)

Floodplain. A land area adjacent to a river, stream, lake or other watercourse subject to flooding
during periods of high water and runoff including but not limited to those areas generally
identified on the Town of Wilton, NH, Flood Boundary and Floodway Maps and the Flood
Insurance Rate Maps prepared by the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development,
Federal Insurance Administration.

Frontage. The continuous length of a lot bordering on the public right-of-way providing the
principal route of access to a lot, subdivision or other type of development.

Hazardous or Toxic Materials or Liquids. Materials or liquids that pose a threat to the
environment, whether in use, storage or transit, including without exception hazardous waste
identified and listed in accordance with Section 3001 of the Federal Resource Conservation and
Recovery Act of 1976, and any amendments thereto.

Page A-3. Amended March 28, 2023



WILTON LAND USE LAWS AND REGULATIONS
ZONING ORDINANCE

3.1.12

3.1.13

3.1.14

3.1.14-a

3.1.14-b

3.1.15

3.1.16

3.1.17

3.1.18

3.1.19

3.1.20

3.1.21

3.121-a

Home Occupation. A business operated in a building that is incidental and subordinate to the
use of the building or lot for residential purposes in compliance with the criteria established for
home occupations in section 5.3.1 or 6.6.1 of this Ordinance. (Adopted March 1998)

Hospital. A building providing twenty-four (24) hour in-patient services for the diagnosis,
treatment and care of human ailments.

Hotel. A building or buildings containing one or more dwelling units or lodging units intended
or used primarily for transient occupancy, together with any common cooking, dining, living or
sanitary facilities for the shared use of the occupants. The term "hotel" includes, but is not
restricted to, inns, motels, motor inns, tourist homes and tourist courts. (See also "Dwelling"
and "Rooming House".)

Junk. OId or scrap copper, brass, rope, rags, batteries, paper, trash, rubber debris, waste, or
junked, dismantled, or wrecked automobiles, or parts thereof, iron, steel, and other old or scrap
ferrous or nonferrous material. (Adopted March 2009)

Junkyard. or Automotive recycling (salvage) yard' - An establishment or place of business
which is maintained, operated, or used for storing, keeping, buying or selling junk, or for the
maintenance or operation of an automotive recycling (salvage) yard, and includes garbage
dumps and sanitary fills. The word does not include any motor vehicle dealers registered with
the director of motor vehicles under RSA 261:104 and controlled under RSA 236:126.
(Adopted March 2009)

Lodging Unit. One or more living or sleeping rooms arranged for occupancy by a single family,
but sharing common cooking, dining, living or sanitary facilities with other lodging units. (See
also "Dwelling Unit".)

Lot or Parcel. A single area of land defined by metes and bounds or boundary lines as shown in
a recorded deed or on a recorded plan. (Amended March 1992)

Lot, Building. A lot having the minimum area and frontage to meet the requirements of this
ordinance.

Lot Line. A line dividing one lot from another.

a. Front lot line. The lot line dividing the lot from a street right-of-way and providing the
principal route of access to the lot or subdivision.

b. Rear lot line. The lot line opposite to the front lot line.
c. Side lot line. Any lot line not a front or rear lot line.

Lot of Record. Land designated as a separate and distinct parcel in a legally recorded deed filed
in the record of Hillsborough County, New Hampshire. (Amended March 1992)

Manufactured Housing. Any structure, transportable in one or more sections, which, in the
traveling mode, is 8 body feet or more in width and 40 body feet or more in length, or when
erected on site, is 320 square feet or more, and which is built on a permanent chassis and
designed to be used as a dwelling with or without a permanent foundation when connected to
required utilities, NH RSA 674:31. Manufactured housing does not include pre-site built
housing.

Manufactured Housing Park. A land area occupied or designed for occupancy by two or more
manufactured homes in use for living purposes.

Mean High Water Level. The line on the shore, running parallel to the water body, that defines
the high level of the water body, established by the fluctuations of water and indicated by
physical characteristics such as a clear, natural line impressed on the immediate bank, shelving,
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3.1.22

3.1.23
3.1.23-a

3.1.24
3.1.25

3.1.26

3.1.27

3.1.28

3.1.29
3.1.30

3.131

3.132

changes in the character of soil, destruction of terrestrial vegetation, the presence of litter or
debris, or other appropriate means that consider the characteristics of the surrounding areas.
Where the mean high water level is not easily discernable, the mean high water level may be
determined by the NH Department of Environmental Services. (Addopted March 2020)

Non-conforming Building or Structure, or Use. A building or structure, or a use of any building,
structure, or land, which, in whole or in part, does not conform to the regulations of the district
in which the building, structure, or use is located, but which did conform to the regulations, if
any, in effect at the time the building, structure, or use came into existence, or was permitted by
variance, and which has remained in existence since that time with no interruption of more than
one (1) year. (Amended March 2007)

(Deleted). (March 2007)

Off Premise Sign. A sign that directs attention to an activity which is not related to the premises
where such sign is located or to which it is affixed. (4dopted March 2016)

Perennial Stream. Any stream with a minimum drainage area of one (1) square mile, 640 acres.

Pre-site Built Housing. Any structure designed primarily for residential occupancy which is
wholly or in substantial part made, fabricated, formed or assembled in off-site manufacturing
facilities in conformance with the United States Department of Housing and Urban
Development minimum property standards and local building codes, for installation, or
assembly and installation, on the building site, NH RSA 674:31-a. Pre-site built housing does
not include manufactured housing.

Public Right-of-Way. Either a town, state and federal highways and the land on either side as
covered by statutes, OR: a private road which is depicted on a subdivision plan approved by the
Wilton Planning Board, is designed and constructed to town road standards, is offered to the
Town of Wilton for acceptance as a town road (whether or not it is accepted), is guaranteed to
remain open in perpetuity to public use for access to the property in the subdivision, and whose
permanent maintenance is governed by covenants approved as part of the subdivision approval.
(Amended March 2009)

Rooming House. A building containing one or more lodging units used primarily for rental to
non-transient occupants, together with any common cooking, dining, living or sanitary facilities
for the shared use of the occupants. The term "rooming house" includes, but is not restricted to,
boarding houses, lodging houses and dormitories. See also "Hotel" and "Dwelling".

School. A learning center having an academic curriculum approved for attendance purposes by
the State Department of Education.

Setback. The minimum distance between two (2) points prescribed by the Ordinance.

Sign. Any lettering, word, numeral, pictorial representation, emblem, trademark, device,
banner, pennant or other figure of similar character located outdoors and being a structure or
any part thereof, or attached to, painted on, or in any other manner represented on a building or
other structure, and used to announce, direct, attract, advertise or promote.

Structure. Any construction, erection, assemblage or other combination of materials upon the
land which is made in such a manner as to imply that it will remain in position indefinitely or
which in fact remains on the land for a period of time in excess of thirty (30) days. Structures
do not include driveways, fences, stonewalls, mailboxes, culverts, and drainage measures

approved by the Planning Board as part of a subdivision or site plan. (Amended March 2003)

Town Zoning Maps. Maps of the Town of Wilton that shows the boundaries of the zoning
districts or zoning overlay districts. Maps shall be adopted by the Planning Board after
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3.1.32-a

3.1.33
3.1.34

3.1.34-a

conducting a properly noticed public hearing, with official copies residing in the Town Clerk’s
office. Approved maps shall depict districts, overlay districts and their boundaries as approved
in the zoning ordinance text by voters at Town Meeting. (Amended March 2007)

Trip. A single vehicle movement to or from a specified location, or between two specified
points. A "round trip" counts as two trips. (Adopted March 2005)

Yard, Front. That portion of the lot nearer to the front lot line than the principal building.

Wetlands. An area that is defined from time to time by RSA 482-A:2, X and which shall, unless
RSA 482-A:2, X indicates otherwise, include land that is inundated or saturated by surface or
groundwater at a frequency and duration sufficient to support, and that under normal
circumstances does support, a prevalence of vegetation typically adapted for life in saturated
soil conditions. Wetlands shall be delineated as set forth time to time in the rules adopted under
RSA 482-A. (Adopted March 2002, Amended March 2020)

Water body. Any pond, lake, river, stream or similar area up to its Mean High Water Level.
(Adopted March 2020)
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4.0

4.1

4.2

GENERAL PROVISIONS
(Amended throughout March 2021)

This Chapter establishes controls to prevent land and structures, and the use thereof, from
creating any potentially dangerous, injurious, noxious or otherwise objectionable condition that
could adversely affect the health or safety of the Wilton community, the quality of the
environment, or the use, enjoyment or value of surrounding property. It also addresses certain
general requirements with respect to the use of land located in Wilton, as well as for the grant of
a special exception under, or a variance from the requirements of, this Ordinance. Except as
expressly set forth below, all (1) structures, existing or proposed, in the Town of Wilton, (2)
uses thereof or of any land in the Town of Wilton, and (3) operation of any equipment,
including, in each case, structures and uses permitted by right, special exception or variance,
must comply with this Chapter, as well as with all other applicable requirements of this
Ordinance, Section E of the Wilton Land Use Laws (the Building Code Ordinance), and State
and Federal law. If there is a conflict between any such requirements, the most restrictive shall
prevail. To the extent an existing structure or use is extended, enlarged, changed, moved,
reconstructed or altered, it shall comply with this Chapter and all such other applicable
requirements.

Alteration and Removal of Materials.

Excavation of certain earth materials regulated under RSA 155-E is permitted only in the
Gravel Excavation District under the restrictions of Chapter 9B of this Ordinance, except where
exempted under RSA 155-E:2 and RSA 155-E:2-a. Otherwise, no excavation, mining,
prospecting or drilling for oil, natural gas or similar substances shall be made on, and no
materials shall be removed from, any site except as incidental to, and only as required by, the
construction of permitted improvements thereon, and, upon completion, exposed areas shall be
backfilled, and disturbed ground shall be graded, leveled, paved or landscaped in accordance
with RSA:155-E.

Sanitary Waste Disposal.

All sanitary waste shall be properly disposed of in such a manner as to prevent all health
hazards. New construction in areas serviced by the Town sewer system shall be required to
connect to the system. All other construction shall be served by septic systems constructed,
maintained and replaced in accordance with the standards set and enforced by the New
Hampshire State Department of Health and Welfare and by the New Hampshire Water Supply
and Pollution Control Division (WSPCD), as well as the following requirements and those
otherwise set out in this Ordinance or required by the Planning Board:

a. no system shall be located in poorly or very poorly drained soils;
b. systems shall be set back from wetlands and water bodies as follows:

1. systems located entirely or partially in highly permeable soils (a permeability of six (6)
inches per hour throughout as indicated in the USDA Soil Survey of Hillsborough
County, New Hampshire, Western Part) - 125 feet;

2. systems located entirely or partially in somewhat poorly drained soils, moderately well
drained soils or soils with a restrictive layer and a slope of 8 percent or greater - 100
feet; and

3. systems located in all other soils - 75 feet.
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4.3

4.4

44.1

442

443

4.5

4.6

c. Before covering, all systems shall be inspected by the State of New Hampshire at the sole
cost of the owner.

(Amended March 2022.)

Unregistered Motor Vehicles.

No more than two unregistered motor vehicles that are no longer in condition for legal use on
public highways are permitted on a lot, except in connection with the operation of an approved
business there.

Temporary Placement of Manufactured Homes and Non-residential Facilities.

Temporary Placement of Manufactured Homes. The Building Inspector may grant a permit to
locate a manufactured home for use as a temporary dwelling unit for a period of up to twelve
months on the lot where a permanent dwelling is being constructed or substantially remodeled
or reconstructed, subject to required setbacks. For good cause shown, the Building Inspector
may grant one or more extensions to the permit. At the end of the twelve-month period or the
last extension thereto, the manufactured home must be removed from the lot. The temporary
dwelling unit shall be serviced by existing or new approved septic/sewer and water systems.

Temporary Placement of Non-residential Facilities. The Building Inspector may grant a permit
to erect or locate temporary office or other non-residential facilities, including, without
limitation, on construction sites, for a period of up to six months on the lot where a permanent
structure is being reconstructed after damage by fire or other natural cause. Such temporary
facilities may not be used for manufacturing activities. Within 60 days following the issuance of
a permit hereunder, an application for site plan review must be submitted to the Planning
Board, showing the permanent location of all such facilities. For good cause shown, the
Building Inspector may grant one or more extensions to the permit. At the end of the six-month
period or the last extension thereto, the temporary facility must be removed from the lot.
Temporary facilities shall be serviced by existing or new approved septic/sewer and water
systems.

Compliance; Right to Remove. The placement and use of all temporary facilities permitted
under Section 4.4.1 or 4.4.2 shall comply with the setback and other requirements of this
Ordinance, as well as other applicable law. In the event any such temporary facility is not
timely removed upon expiration of the applicable permit, the Town may, upon notice to the
owner, remove it at the owner’s expense.

Private Aircraft Landings and Takeoffs.

Private aircraft shall not be permitted to land or take-off, nor shall any related equipment be
operated, on any land located in the Town of Wilton, other than in connection with emergency
situations.

Snow Storage or Removal,

All plans for proposed development in zoning districts other than the Residential and
Residential/Agricultural districts shall address snow storage and/or removal, in accordance with
applicable stormwater and other requirements, which shall not conflict with landscaping,
visibility, or drainage requirements for the site.
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4.7

4.8

4.9

4.10

4.10.1

Maintenance of Landscaping.

Landscaping required to be installed pursuant to an approved site plan or otherwise by this
Ordinance shall be maintained as originally specified and approved. Failure to replace dead or
diseased vegetation shall be deemed a violation of this Ordinance and the Town may, upon
notice to the owner, replace it at the owner’s expense. (Amended March 2022.)

Wetlands Conservation District Setback.

All structures must be set back 50 feet from delineated wetlands and water bodies.

Wetlands Conservation District Buffer.

No fertilizer shall be applied to the vegetation or soils located within 25 feet of delineated
wetlands or water bodies. Between 25 and 50 feet from the delineated wetland or water body,
slow or controlled release fertilizer, as defined by the NH Department of Environmental
Services, may be used. No chemicals, including pesticides or herbicides of any kind, shall be
applied to ground, turf or established vegetation within 50 feet of the delineated wetland or
water body, except if applied by a licensed horticultural professional.

Performance Standards.

The use or operation of any land, structure or equipment located in the Town of Wilton shall
not produce conditions, including, without limitation, the following, that could (1) adversely
affect the health or safety of the Wilton community, that of its neighbors, the quality or
harmony of the environment, or the use, enjoyment or value of surrounding property, or (2)
violate this Ordinance, the Building Code Ordinance or any other applicable local, State or
Federal requirements. For purposes of these performance standards, the term “property line”
means the boundary of the property on which a structure or equipment is located or on which a
use takes place.

Vibration and Ground Motion. Except in connection with permitted excavation activities or the
demolition, construction or reconstruction of a structure, no activity shall generate any vibration
or other aperiodic ground motion inherently and recurrently transmitted through the ground that
is perceptible without the aid of instruments at any point beyond the property line.
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4.10.2

Noise. No activity, or failure to act, shall generate or result in the generation of noise that could
interfere with the reasonable enjoyment of life and property or the conduct of business or that
would exceed the limits established below or pursuant to any permit issued by the Town.

No activity, or failure to act, shall cause the continuous sound level generated on a lot to exceed
the following limits at the property lines of contiguous lots (receptor lots) in the following Land
Use Zones, as measured in decibels by an acceptable instrument at the applicable property line:

Land Use Zone of Daytime (7:00 am-7:00 pm, Nighttime (7:01 pm-6:59 am,
Receptor Lot excluding Sundays/Holidays) | and Sundays/Holidays)
Residential 55 45
Residential/Agricultural 55 45

Commercial 65 55

Industrial 75 75

For purposes of this section, the term “acceptable instrument” means one conforming to the
specifications of the American National Standard (ANSI S1.4-1983) for Type 1 precision or
Type 2 general purpose sound-level meters.

Notwithstanding an ambient sound level at the receptor lot line as high as the limits set out
above, no activity, or failure to act, shall cause the continuous noise level at any given time to
exceed such limits, or the level of the ambient sound level, if it is higher. For purposes of this
section, the term “ambient sound level” means the noise level at a location from time to time
produced by transportation vehicles, natural phenomena and distant activity not related to a
local sound source.

No activity, or failure to act, shall cause an impulsive sound level that exceeds the following
limits, as measured in decibels by an acceptable instrument at the property line in applicable
locations:

Land Use Zone of Daytime (7:00 am-7:00 pm, Nighttime (7:01 pm-6:59 am,
Receptor Lot excluding Sundays/Holidays) | and Sundays/Holidays)
Residential 60 45
Residential/Agricultural 60 45

Commercial 75 55

Industrial 85 75

For purposes of this section, the term “impulsive sound” means a repeated sound of short
duration characterized by an abrupt onset and rapid decay and occurring at the rate of less than
one per second.

The requirements of this section shall not apply to the operation or conduct of (1) temporary on-
site generators providing emergency power during electrical outages; (2) customary equipment
used during daytime construction of permitted structures, such as air compressors or generators;
(3) power tools for intermittent residential use and maintenance, such as mowers, chainsaws,
snow removal equipment, etc.; (4) permitted events conducted during the prescribed time
period; (5) emergency vehicles or equipment or alarm systems; (6) customary agricultural
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4.10.3

4.104

4.10.5

4.10.6

4.10.7

4.10.8

activities during normal working hours; (7) school or church bells or chimes; and (8) blasting
activity conducted in accordance with permit requirements.

Odors. A non-agricultural activity shall not generate any odor that could reasonably be
considered objectionable or offensive to persons of average sensibilities in concentrations
perceptible at any point beyond the property line.

Smoke and Airborne Particulates. Subject to Section 4.10.5 below, no activity shall result in the
emission or discharge, from any source whatever, of any smoke or particulate matter, such as
dust, dirt or ash, that may become airborne, with a density greater than that described as No. 1
on the Ringelmann chart (available, along with directions on its use, in Information Circular
8333, or updates thereof, issued by the US Bureau of Mines), measured at the point of emission
into the atmosphere or other point of discharge. Particulate matter shall not be visible to the
human eye at any point beyond the property line. No person shall cause or permit any materials
to be handled, transported, or stored in a manner that would allow any particulate matter to
become airborne.

These requirements shall not apply to (1) the operation of residential heating equipment and
systems in accordance with applicable requirements and manufacturers’ specifications, (2)
permitted outdoor fires, (3) customary agricultural activities, or (4) use of residential fireplaces.

(Amended March 2022)

Discharge of Hazardous or Toxic Materials, Gases or Liquids. No (1) hazardous or toxic
materials, liquids or gases, (2) hazardous radioactive materials or emission, or (3) other non-
toxic substance that nevertheless could harm the public health, its safety or the environment in
combination with other activities or substances, may be discharged or emitted into the air, soil
or groundwater, the Town sewer system, any septic system or any stormwater system.

These requirements shall not apply to (1) agricultural activities conducted in accordance with
local, State and Federal requirements, and best management practices promulgated from time to
time by State agricultural agencies; (2) smoke emitted in compliance with, or from sources
excepted from, Section 4.10.4 above, or (3) customary residential chemical applications by
licensed providers or in compliance with manufacturers’ specifications and other best practices.

Lighting and Glare. Lighting or structural elements installed on a private site shall comply with
the requirements of this Ordinance, and in particular, Chapter 16A, and new or replacement
residential lighting, including bulbs, shall be cut off so as not to cast direct light across property
lines.

These requirements shall not apply to emergency safety lighting.
(Amended March 2022)

Signage. Signage installed on a private site shall comply with the requirements of this
Ordinance, and in particular, Chapter 16, and shall not, in any event, detract from the visual
environment of the Town of Wilton, endanger, confuse or mislead individuals, or obstruct
vision necessary for traffic safety.

Electromagnetic Radiation. Activity producing electromagnetic radiation that causes abnormal
degradation, by reason of proximity, primary field, blanketing, spurious radiation, conducted
energy in power or telephone systems or harmonic content, of other electromagnetic receptors
of quality and proper design located beyond the property line is prohibited. “Abnormal
degradation” and “of quality and proper design” shall be determined in accordance with
standards established from time to time by the American Institute of Electrical Engineers or
such other group that provides standards more specifically for the type of interference at issue.
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4.10.9

4.10.10

4.10.11

4.10.12

4.11

Materials Creating a Fire or Explosion Hazard. Storage or use of flammable liquids or gases, or
other explosive materials, shall be permitted only in compliance with this Ordinance and other
applicable local, State and Federal requirements, including, without limitation, those imposed
from time to time by the Fire Chief of the Town of Wilton.

Stormwater Management. All new construction, development, reconstruction and other activity
that disturbs the soil shall be designed to minimize stormwater runoff from the site in excess of
the natural preexisting conditions, including location and volume, and shall comply with the
requirements of the Wilton Land Use Laws and Regulations and in particular, Section H,
Stormwater Management and Erosion Control Regulations. Where activity is within the
Watershed Protection District, the Aquifer Protection District, or any other aquifer or wellhead
protection area, all surface stormwater shall be kept on-site and handled in such a manner as to
allow the water to infiltrate into the ground before leaving the site. (Amended March 2022)

Structure Design. Proposed structures shall relate harmoniously to the terrain and to existing
structures in the vicinity, in keeping with the characteristics of the neighborhood. To the extent
practicable, structures shall be designed based on existing topography, vegetation and drainage
characteristics and the site shall retain significant and/or unique features, such as historic
resources, existing ponds or streams, and mature trees.

Exception for Pre-existing Structures, Installations or Use. The requirements of this Section
4.10 shall not apply to structures, installations or uses in place prior to adoption of this
Ordinance, except in situations where the public health or safety is threatened or as otherwise
required by applicable local, State or Federal law. To the extent an existing structure or use is
extended, enlarged, changed, moved, reconstructed or altered, it shall comply with this Chapter
and all such other applicable requirements.

Applications and Approval,

All applications for subdivision, site plan review, special exceptions or building permits shall
demonstrate compliance with the requirements of this Chapter. The Planning Board, Zoning
Board of Adjustment or Building Inspector, as appropriate, shall grant approvals only upon a
determination that the resulting use, development or installation will comply with this Chapter,
or will not increase any existing non-compliance.

If the Planning Board, Zoning Board of Adjustment, or Building Inspector, as applicable,
determines that reasonable grounds exist to believe that the use, development or installation
may result in noncompliance, it may require the applicant, at the applicant’s sole expense, to
submit evidence sufficient to enable an objective determination to be made, including, without
limitation:

a. documentation of the performance of similar facilities or processes on other sites with
sufficiently similar conditions;

b. specifications for the equipment, mechanism or techniques proposed;

c. certification of compliance by a State-licensed engineer or other professional reasonably
acceptable to the Planning Board, Zoning Board of Adjustment or Building Inspector, as
the case may be; and/or

d. other studies evaluating the impact of the project, including, without limitation, on traffic,
background noise, environmental conditions and/or property value.

In addition, the Town may, upon notice to the applicant, and at the applicant’s expense, obtain
itself such information, or commission such studies, as necessary in its discretion to allow it to
make an objective determination.
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4.12

4.13

4.14

4.15

(Amended March 2022)

Special Exceptions.

Any Special Exceptions permitted by this Ordinance may be granted by the Zoning Board of
Adjustment only upon a finding that the proposed use, structure or activity:

a. is not permitted by the Ordinance in the absence of a Special Exception;

b. is consistent with and will not substantially affect the character of the neighborhood in
which it is proposed;

c. will comply with Sections 4.10 - 4.10.11 inclusive of this Chapter and will not jeopardize
the health or safety of anyone on or off the site;

i

will not cause diminution of surrounding area property values;
will not have an unacceptable effect on traffic in the neighborhood or in the Town;
will have available adequate off-street parking, if required;

will not be detrimental to the attractiveness of the Town;

= oo

is consistent with the spirit of this Ordinance; and

—

meets all other criteria enumerated in the Section that permits the particular Special
Exception.

Variances.

The Zoning Board of Adjustment may grant a variance from the requirements of this
Ordinance, as permitted by, and in accordance with, State law, including, without limitation,
RSA 674:33, from time to time in effect, upon appropriate findings and in a written decision
complying with State requirements.

Notification of Abutters.

Applications to the Zoning Board of Adjustment and Planning Board shall require notification
of the property owner(s), applicant(s), all persons required under RSA 676:4 1.(d), and RSA
676:7 I (a), and all property owners separated by a railroad right-of-way.

Enforcement.

In addition to action the Town may pursue as described above or by applicable law, the
Building Inspector shall enforce the requirements of this Chapter as set forth in Chapter 19 of
this Ordinance.
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5.0

5.0.1

5.1

RESIDENTIAL DISTRICT

The purpose of this district is to provide opportunities for mixed types of residential
development at a high density where appropriate services exist or are available. The extent of
this district is determined by the designated residential boundaries on the zoning map.

District Location. The Residential District encompasses the following areas within the Town of

Wilton (Amended March 1995; Amended March 2010):

a.

The area in west Wilton south of NH Route 101 as delineated on the Town of Wilton Tax
Map C encompassing lots 106 through 114 inclusive; 117, 118, 119 and part of 120
drawing a straight line from the northwest corner of 118 to the northeast corner of 119; 122
through 124 inclusive; and 137 through 141. (Amended March 2010)

The area in Wilton Center as delineated on the Town of Wilton Tax Map C encompassing
lots 62, 63, 64, part of 65 drawing a straight line from the southwestern corner of 66 to the
northeast corner of lot 63, 66, and 67; 72, 73, parts of D-140-1 and C-74 east of a straight
line drawn from the southeastern corner of 72 to the northwestern corner of 76, 75, 77 and
78; and 81, 82 and 84. (Amended March 2010)

Tax Map F all land east of NH Route 101 between the north and south intersections of
Intervale Road from the western edge of the 150 foot Commercial district to the eastern
edge of the Souhegan River, lot 140 from NH Route 101 to the Souhegan River; Map D lot
99; Map L lots 29, and 48; and Map M lots 6 through 98 inclusive.

Tax Map D lots 105, 106-1 through 113 inclusive, 66, 68, 69, 74, 75, 76 and 77; Map M lot
1; Map L lots 1 through 28 inclusive, 30 through 39 inclusive, 42 through 45 inclusive, and
67; and Map J 106 through 109 inclusive, 111, 112, 112-1, 114 through 132 inclusive, 136,
137, 138 east of a straight line drawn from the south western corner of lot 136 to the corner
of the southern corner of the jog in the northern line of 138, portion of lot 133, 134, 135 and
139 east of a straight line drawn from the south western corner of lot 136 to the south
western corner of lot 133. (Amended March 2010)

Tax Map J part of lot 12 east of a line drawn from the western corner of lot 76 on Dale
Street to the jog in lot 12; lots 13 through 42 inclusive, 62 through 78 inclusive, 80, and 92
through 98 inclusive; Map K lots 15 through 37 inclusive, 48 through 62 inclusive, 67
through 84 inclusive, 86 through 102 inclusive, 105 through 153 inclusive, 155 through 157
inclusive and 164. (Amended March 2010)

Permitted Uses.

A building may be erected, altered or used and a lot may be used or occupied for:

a.

b.

Single family and duplex family dwellings and accessory uses.

Multi-family dwellings containing three dwelling units with site plan approval by the
Planning Board.

A maximum of three (3) dwelling units per lot is allowed for any new construction on
Town water and sewer and a maximum of two (2) dwelling units per lot in the remainder of
this district.

Only one dwelling per lot is allowed except as provided by the Cluster Development
Ordinance. The number of dwelling units per building shall be determined by the density
provisions of this section.
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5.2

521

522

5.2.3.

5.2.4.

525

5.3

531

Lot Requirements.

Area. Minimum lot size one-half (0.5) acre per dwelling unit when served by both public water
and sewer and one (1) acre per dwelling unit for lots not served by both public water and sewer.
Wetlands, water bodies and land contained in the 100 year floodplain must be excluded from
the calculation of the minimum lot area. (Amended March 1992, March 2020)

Frontage. One hundred (100) feet on a public right-of-way, Class V or better.

Setbacks. Thirty-five (35) feet front. Fifteen feet (15) for all other lot lines. For each corner lot,
the side setback abutting the street shall be thirty-five (35) feet. No buildings or associated uses,
including but not limited to swimming pools, antennas and satellite dishes, are permitted in the
setback. (Amended March 1991, March 1994)

(Reserved) (Amended March 1991)

Structure height. Except for small wind energy system and personal wireless service facilities
permitted under Chapter 15 or Chapter 15A of this Ordinance, respectively, no structure shall
exceed forty-five (45) feet in height. (Amended March 2023)

Special Exceptions.

The following uses will only be allowed as special exceptions by the Zoning Board of
Adjustment and site plan review and approval by the Planning Board. (See also Section 4.12)
(Amended March 2022)

Home Occupations.
(Amended March 2023)

Any home occupations shall be permitted by special exception provided that, taken together,
they comply with the requirements of this section. When considering an application for a home
occupation, the Zoning Board of Adjustment shall consider the location of the proposed use, the
area of the lot, the type and density of surrounding development, existing buffers and screens
between the proposed use and surrounding development, and the compatibility of the proposed
use with the surrounding neighborhood.

Where one or more home occupations are already being conducted pursuant to a special
exception under this section, any new home occupation will require a new special exception
and site plan review that encompass all present and proposed home occupations on the
premises.

a. Home occupations shall be incidental and secondary to the use of the dwelling unit as a
residence.

b. Home occupations shall be carried on by the resident owner, resident members of the
owner's family, a resident tenant, or resident members of the tenant's family.

Two (2) non-family employees are permitted on the premises.

d. No additions or changes shall be made to the residence that will make it impractical to
revert the building to purely residential use.

e. Exterior storage of materials or equipment is prohibited.

f. In addition to the parking area required for the primary residential use, sufficient off-street
parking shall be provided for any non-resident employees, customers and suppliers who
may normally be expected to need parking at one time. Driveways may be used for client
parking. Where additional space is desired, a maximum of two (2) parking spaces is
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533

534

535
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permitted; however, those spaces shall not be located in the front yard. Parking spaces shall
be a minimum of nine feet by eighteen feet (9' X 18'") per space.

g. Traffic generated by home occupations shall not create safety hazards or be substantially
greater in volume than would normally be expected in the neighborhood.

h. Home Occupations shall be conducted in accordance with all Town regulations, state laws
and licensing requirements.

1. When a business outgrows the standards established for home occupations, it must relocate
into a commercial or industrial district.

Special Exception Not Required.
(Adopted March 1998; Amended March 2023)

One or more home occupations may be conducted without a special exception from the Zoning
Board or Adjustment and without site plan review by the Planning Board provided that, in
addition to the requirements of the preceding section 5.3.1, they also satisfy the following
standards.

a. Home occupations shall occupy no more than 20% of the existing, gross heated floor area
of the primary residence or the structure in which the home occupation is operated.

b. There shall be no customer or client visits to the premises and commercial traffic for the
delivery or pick-up of materials associated with home occupations shall be limited to five
visits per week. (excluding regular US Postal Service residential service).

c. Home occupations shall not employ any non-resident full time or part time employees on
the premises.

d. No signs are allowed to advertise home occupations.
e. There shall be no exterior operation(s) related to home occupations.

Bed and Breakfasts. Up to four lodging units may be created and rented in an existing dwelling,
and meals may be provided to the persons renting the lodging units. The requirements for a bed
and breakfast are the same as those for a home occupation, except that requirement 5.3.1 a.,
shall not apply.

Houses of Worship. Houses of worship including, but not limited to, churches, synagogues,
parish houses, mosques, convents and other accessory uses subject to the following conditions
(Amended March 2018):

a. Minimum frontage of 200 feet on a Class V or better road;

b. No off-street parking shall be located within the setbacks nor within the front yard;

Hospitals, emergency medical centers and clinics. Hospitals, emergency medical centers and
clinics subject to the following conditions:

a. Minimum frontage of 200 feet on a Class L, IT or IV road;

b. Primary ingress or egress shall be adequate for the use proposed without having a
detrimental impact on the neighborhood.

Civic and municipal buildings.

Schools and day care centers.

a. All public or non-public schools, kindergarten and grades 1 through 12, that come under the
rules adopted by the state board of education and administered by the State Department of
Education must receive a special exception from the Zoning Board of Adjustment under
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section 5.3. Home education as defined by RSA 193-A is not required to receive a special
exception under section 5.3.1. (Amended March 2000, March 2014)

Any in-home day care and pre-school defined as the regular care or education in a dwelling
unit of children not residents of that dwelling unit, that requires state licensing under RSA
170-E, also requires a special exception as a home occupation under section 5.3.1. If state
licensing is not required, then the in-home day care, pre-school, or kindergarten is not
required to obtain a special exception. (Amended March 12, 1996, March 2014)

Adult and youth educational and cultural activities are permitted as an accessory use of the
existing facilities of schools which are permitted under paragraph (a) above. They must be
strictly subordinate and customarily incidental to the permitted school use of the facilities.

(Adopted March 2004)

Accessory Adult Educational Facilities. New facilities, including new buildings, for teacher
and instructor training, licensing, accreditation, and development, are permitted by special
exception in conjunction with schools which are permitted under paragraph (a) above. Such
uses and facilities must be strictly subordinate to and in support of the primary childhood
education function of the school, and must be located on the same property or on a property
contiguous to the school. New construction is limited to thirty (30) percent of the primary
facility’s heated gross square footage, but shall not exceed a maximum of ten-thousand
(10,000) square feet of total floor area and a maximum of two (2) stories. Uses permitted
under this paragraph will also require nonresidential site plan approval from the Planning
Board. (Adopted March 2004)

Daycare Facilities. Daycare and preschool programs are permitted by special exception in
conjunction with schools which are permitted under paragraph (a) above. Such programs
may be located in existing school buildings or in new buildings constructed for that purpose
on the same lot. New construction is limited to thirty (30) percent of the primary facility’s
heated gross square footage, but shall not exceed a maximum of ten-thousand (10,000)
square feet of total floor area and a maximum of two (2) stories. Uses permitted under this
paragraph will also require nonresidential site plan approval from the Planning Board.
(Adopted March 2014)

Multi-family. Multi-family uses of dwellings in existence as of March 14, 1989 upon the
following terms and conditions:

a.

A maximum of two (2) dwelling units per lot less than one-half (0.5) acre in size where
Town water and sewer are available and utilized;

A maximum of three (3) dwelling units per lot one-half (0.5) acre or greater in size where
Town water and sewer are available and utilized;

Two (2) 9' x 18' parking spaces per dwelling unit provided on site; parking spaces for any
new dwelling unit(s) shall not be located in the setback; (dmended March 1991)

And open space in an amount equal to two (2) times the total area occupied by driveways,
parking areas and all buildings on site; (Amended March 1991)

Multi-family conversion will be allowed in the compact Village area defined as the
Residential District north of NH Route 101 and east of Holt Road, and those in the
Residential District with frontage on Intervale Road served by water and sewer.
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Manufactured Housing.

Manufactured housing is prohibited in the Residential District, except as provided for in Section
4.4. Any property owner or lessee may accommodate the recreational trailer of a non-paying
guest for a period not exceeding thirty (30) days in any year. (Amended March 1993, March
2022.)

Accessory Dwelling Units.
(Adopted March 2017)

This section implements the requirements of RSA 674:72, “Accessory Dwelling Units.”

Existing Dwellings. A second dwelling unit may be added to any legally existing single family
dwelling located in a zoning district where residential uses are permitted, subject to the
requirements set forth below. The second dwelling unit may be created in existing space in the
dwelling or in a newly constructed addition to the dwelling.

New Construction. A two-family dwelling may be constructed on any lot where a single family
dwelling may legally be constructed, subject to the requirements set forth below.

Requirements. The following requirements apply only to development which would not be
permitted other than by this section.

a. The two dwelling units must have independent means of ingress and egress, or have ingress
and egress through a common space such as a shared hallway to an exterior door.

b. The two dwelling units must share a common interior wall, and there must be an interior
door between the two dwelling units.

c. At least one of the two dwelling units must be the principal residence of at least one owner
of the dwelling. The two dwelling units must remain in common ownership. Transfer of
either dwelling unit to condominium ownership is not permitted. Violation of the
requirements of this paragraph will result in the revocation of the Certificate of Occupancy
for the two-family use of the dwelling.

d. At least one of the two dwelling units must have no more than two bedrooms, and a living
area of no more than 800 square feet.

e. Requirements for water supply and sewage disposal are the same as for any two-family
dwelling. Addition of a second dwelling unit to an existing single family dwelling under
section 5.5.1 shall be subject to RSA 485-A:38, “Approval to Increase Load on a Sewage
Disposal System.”

f.  Off-street parking shall be provided for one car for each one-bedroom dwelling unit in the
dwelling, and for two cars for each dwelling unit having two or more bedrooms, and shall
satisfy any setback requirements pertaining to parking in that Zoning District.

g. A newly constructed addition under section 5.5.1 shall satisfy the setback requirements of
the zoning district.

Special Exceptions

Living area. When creating a second dwelling unit under section 5.5.1, the maximum living
area specified by paragraph 5.5.3(d) may be increased by no more than an additional 100 square
feet in order to avoid unreasonable distortions to the floor plan of the dwelling.

Parking. When creating a second dwelling unit under section 5.5.1, the parking space
requirements of paragraph 5.5.3(f) may be relaxed or waived if the dimensions of the lot and
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the placement of existing structures on the lot are such that there is no reasonable way to
provide the required parking spaces.
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6.0.1

6.1

6.2

6.2.1

6.2.2

6.2.3
6.2.4

6.2.5

6.2.6

6.3

6.3.1

GENERAL RESIDENCE AND AGRICULTURAL DISTRICT

District Location. The General Residence and Agricultural District encompasses all areas in the
Town of Wilton which are not encompassed in the Residential, Commercial, Industrial, or
Office Park Districts, as enumerated in Chapters 5, 7, 8, and 9 of this Ordinance. (March 2010)

Permitted Uses.
A building may be erected, altered or used, and a lot may be used or occupied for any of the
following purposes, and in accordance with the following provisions:

a. Any use permitted in the Residential District under the same provisions as apply to the use
in that district, except that the lot areas shall be governed by section 6.2.

b. All general farming and forestry activities.

Lot Requirements.

Area. The minimum lot size is two (2) contiguous acres (87,120 square feet) of land per
dwelling unit excluding wetlands, water bodies, and land contained within the one hundred
(100) year floodplain. (Admended March 2004, March 2020)

Lot Configuration. The minimum width of a lot between any point on any side lot line and any
point on any other side lot line measured through any point of the principal building shall be
175 feet. The rear lot line is that line which is furthest from and most nearly parallel to the front
lot line. All other lot lines are side lot lines. Triangular and irregularly shaped lots may have no
rear lot line.

Frontage. Two hundred (200) feet on a public right-of-way, Class V or better.

Setbacks. Thirty-five (35) feet from all lot lines. No building, or use that requires a building
permit, is permitted in the setback. (Amended March 2001)

Location of on-site disposal fields. To avoid high concentration of effluent discharges in a
localized area, no disposal field shall be located within the setbacks.

Structure height. Except for small wind energy system and personal wireless service facilities
permitted under Chapter 15 or Chapter 15A of this Ordinance, respectively, no structure shall
exceed forty-five (45) feet in height. (Amended March 2023)

Alternative Lot Requirements.

A lot which does not meet the frontage requirements of section 6.2 may be developed for single
family or duplex family residential use if it meets the alternative lot requirements contained in
this section. Within this section, such a lot will be referred to as a "reduced frontage lot", and a
lot meeting the requirements of section 6.2 will be referred to as a "normal frontage lot".

Any subdivision of a parcel resulting in one or more reduced frontage lots is only permitted
upon site plan review and approval by the Planning Board, and upon Planning Board
determination that the proposed reduced frontage lot better serves the neighborhood than would
a development under the otherwise applicable provisions of this ordinance.

Associated Lot Requirement.

A reduced frontage lot must have contiguous frontage with a normal frontage lot that is within
the same subdivision. Adjoining normal frontage lots that are not part of the proposed
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6.3.2

6.3.3

6.3.4

6.3.5

6.4

6.4.1
6.4.2

6.4.3

6.4.4

subdivision cannot be used to satisfy the reduced frontage requirement. A maximum of two (2)
reduced frontage lots may be developed with each normal frontage lot. The three (3) lots may
not be served by more than two (2) driveways. The principal route of access must be along the
lot frontage as defined in this ordinance. (Amended March 1997)

Area. Five (5) acres per dwelling unit including a minimum of two (2) acres excluding
wetlands, water bodies, and land within the 100 year floodplain. (dmended March 1992, March
2020)

Frontage. Fifty (50) feet on a Class V or better public right-of-way. The Planning Board shall
not approve a subdivision containing a reduced frontage lot if a hazardous concentration of
egress points is likely to result.

Setbacks. Fifty (50) feet from all lot lines. No buildings or uses that require a building permit
are permitted in the setback. (Amended March 1991)

Private Ways. Private ways used in association with subdivisions containing reduced frontage
lots must comply with the following:

a. A maximum of four (4) dwelling units, two (2) on reduced frontage lots and two (2) on
normal frontage lots, may be accessed from one (1) private way.

b. No private way shall enter onto a public road unless two hundred feet (200") of safe, each
way, all-season sight distance is established.

No private way shall enter onto NH Route 101.

d. The private way must be capable of providing adequate year round access for emergency
vehicles.

e. The Planning Board shall be provided with a document establishing the conditions of use of
the common private way that are satisfactory to Town counsel and include the following:
mutual easements between the lots sharing the private way; provisions for maintenance of
the private way; and suitable language to insure that the private way will not become a
Town road unless brought up to Town road specifications.

Cluster Developments.

Cluster development of dwelling units may be permitted under the following conditions.
Area. Minimum development site is fifteen (15) acres.

Frontage. A minimum of five hundred (500) feet of frontage on a Class V or better public right-
of-way.

Density. Dwelling unit density shall be determined by the Planning Board in accordance with
the provisions of the Cluster Development Regulations. The total number of dwelling units will
be determined by the total acreage being submitted for development excluding wetlands, water
bodies, and land contained within the one hundred (100) year floodplain. (dmended March
2020)

Open Space. Fifty percent (50%) of the total acreage shall be set aside as open space. Within a
one (1) mile radius of the Town Hall where Town water and sewer are available and proposed
for use within the cluster development, the open space requirement shall be reduced to forty
percent (40%).
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6.6

6.6.1

Manufactured Housing.

An individual manufactured house may be located anywhere in this district provided it meets all
of the minimum requirements of the district. In addition, open space under manufactured homes
shall be enclosed with suitable "skirting". (Amended March 1991)

Special Exceptions.

The following uses will only be allowed as special exceptions by the Zoning Board of
Adjustment (ZBA) and site plan review and approval by the Planning Board.

Home Occupations. The ZBA may, in appropriate cases subject to appropriate conditions,
permit home occupations in compliance with the requirements of this section, Section 5.3.1
Home Occupations and Section 4.10 Performance Standards. The provisions of Section 5.3.1
shall govern home occupations in this district except as otherwise provided for below. (Adopted
March 1993.) Home occupations which meet the requirements of Section 5.3.1.1 Special
Exception Not Required, shall be permitted without a special exception from the Zoning Board
of Adjustment and without site plan review by the Planning Board. (Addopted March 1998.
Amended March 2022.)

The home occupation shall not be evident from the road or other public right-of-way.

b. Materials or equipment stored outside must be adequately screened from adjacent public
rights-of-way and properties.
Only retail sales which are customary and incidental to the home occupation are permitted.
d. Separate structures may be constructed or placed to accommodate the home occupation if

screened from surrounding development and suitable for reversion to a use ancillary and
incidental to a residential or agricultural use.

b. The home occupation use shall be clearly subordinate and secondary to the primary use of
the property as a residence.
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7.0 COMMERCIAL DISTRICT
A building or structure may be erected, altered or used, and a lot may be used or occupied for
any of the following purposes in accordance with the following provisions. Any change in use
or type of activity in an existing structure or any new construction in this district, other than a
single-family dwelling or a two-family dwelling permitted by Section 5.5 of this ordinance,
must have prior approval from the Planning Board under the Site Plan Review regulations.
(Amended March 2003, March 2017)
7.0.1 Commercial District Location. The Commercial District encompasses the following areas
within the Town of Wilton. (Amended March 1992, March 2010, March 2014):
a. The area on the south side of NH Route 101 between the north and south intersections of
101 and Intervale Road to a depth of 150 feet from the edge of the State right-of-way.
b. The area on the south side of NH Route 101 in West Wilton as delineated on the Town of
Wilton Tax Map C encompassing lots 102, 102-1, 103, 104 and 105. (dmended March
2002)
c. The area north and south of Frye Mill Road as delineated on the Town of Wilton Tax Map
A encompassing lots 23, 24, 28 and 63. (Amended March 2010)
d. (Deleted 2014)
e. (Deleted 2014)
f.  The area south of Main Street near the Milford Line as delineated on the Town of Wilton
Tax Map K as lot 163.
g. The area at the intersection of NH Routes 101 and 31 South as delineated on Town of
Wilton Tax Map F lots 162, a portion of 163 north of a line drawn from the southeast
corner of 164 to the southwest corner of 162 and 164. (Amended March 2001, March 2010)
7.0.2 (Deleted 2019)
7.1 Permitted Uses.

The following uses shall be permitted in the Commercial District:

a. Any use permitted in the General Residence and Agricultural District under the same
provisions as apply to the use in that district, including density, except that the lot
dimensional requirements shall be as specified in this section; (Amended March 2007)

b. Duplex and multi-family dwellings, inns, tourist courts, cabins and bed and breakfasts,
including such retail businesses within these permitted buildings as are conducted for the
convenience of the residents or guests;

c. Retail Services: Establishments engaged in selling goods or merchandise to the general
public for personal or household consumption and rendering services incidental to the sale
of such goods, including retail stores, restaurants, taverns and banks. Also, establishments
primarily engaged in providing services involving the care of a person or his or her apparel
(such as barbershops and beauty salons, spas, tailors and dry cleaners); (Amended March
2019)

d. Parking garages, parking lots, filling stations, and automotive service stations; (Amended
March 2019)

e. Business and professional offices;
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Community buildings, social halls, clubs, lodges, fraternal organizations, theaters,
recreation facilities, and amusement centers; (Amended March 2019)

Greenhouses and florist shops: An establishment where retail and wholesale garden
products and produce are sold to the consumer. The establishment imports most of the
items sold, but may include a nursery and/or greenhouse, and may include plants, nursery
products and stock, potting soil, hardware, other garden and farm variety tools and outdoor
furniture; (Amended March 2019)

Funeral homes;

Wholesale establishments in connection with permitted retail establishments, warehousing
or merchandise for retail sale within the District.

Houses of worship including, but not limited to, churches, synagogues, parish houses,
mosques, convents, and other accessory uses; (March 2010, March 2018)

Hospitals, emergency medical centers and clinics; (March 2010)

Schools, kindergartens, preschools, and daycare centers, including in-home childcare.
(March 2010)

Medical offices, which provide health services to people on an outpatient basis including
doctors, dentists, physical therapists, massage therapist and chiropractors; (March 2019)

Veterinary clinics which may include facilities for overnight boarding or caring of animals
provided that any such facility shall be designed, constructed and operated in such a
manner so as not to be a nuisance to adjacent uses by way of noise or odor; (March 2019)

Libraries, museums; (March 2019)

Adult day care facilities: Any person, corporation, partnership, voluntary association, or
other organization, either established for profit or otherwise, which provides for the daily
care and supervision of an adult person away from the person’s home and which requires
licensing by the State of NH; (March 2019)

Nanobreweries as defined in NH RSA 178:12-a, Brewpubs as defined in NH RSA 178:13,
Wine retail outlets and tasting rooms pursuant to NH RSA 178:8, and Liquor manufacturers
pursuant to NH RSA 178:6; (March 2019)

Light Industry: Assembly, packaging, and/or finishing of products carried on completely
within a structure, and involving no outside storage of equipment or materials. Light
Industry shall not include any industry, the operation of which could (1) pose a danger of
fire or explosion, (2) create significant objectionable vibration, noise, smoke, fumes, odor
or dust, (3) produce chemicals, radioactive or other potentially dangerous waste, or (4)
adversely affect other private or public properties; (Amended March 2020)

Mixed Uses: The development of a tract of land or building or structure with two or more
different permitted uses such as but not limited to residential, office, retail, public, or
entertainment in a compact urban form. Individual uses within a mixed-use property must
conform to any requirement within their particular class of use. (March 2019)

Lot Requirements.

Frontage. Frontage shall be as follows:

a.
b.

Two hundred (200) feet on a public right-of-way, Class V or better;
(Deleted 2019)
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Setbacks. Setbacks shall be as follows:

a
b.

C.

o

Front setback - thirty-five (35) feet;
Side setback - twenty-five (25) feet;
Rear setback - twenty (20) feet;
(Deleted 2019)

No buildings or parking areas are permitted in the front setback or in any setback which
abuts a residentially or residential/ agriculturally zoned parcel; (Amended March 1991)

Parking areas are permitted up to within ten (10) feet of the side or rear lot line of a
commercially zoned parcel where it abuts another commercially or industrially zoned
parcel; and (Amended March 1991)

Parking areas shared between two adjacent commercially or industrially zoned parcels may
be developed up to the common side or rear lot-line if all other conditions of the district are
met. (Amended March 1991)

Percentage of Lot Coverage. A maximum of seventy-five percent (75%) of the gross area of

any lot shall be occupied by buildings, parking and roadways. Commercial buildings, structures
and parking areas in existence as of March 13, 1990 that exceed the permitted lot coverage
within the district may be maintained at or rebuilt to the existing level. Any increase in
impervious area will not be permitted. (Amended March 1992)

Access. Access to lots within the commercial district shall be as follows:

a.

C.

Any lot with frontage on NH Route 101 shall be accessed by any other street or side road
that is available and only by NH Route 101 if no other alternative exists. If no other access
is available, entrance and exit for the lot(s) is limited to one (1) curb cut on NH Route 101
for each lot-of-record existing as of March 11, 1986. If access to a lot is available to a street
or side road other than NH Route 101, access to the lot shall be taken from the street or side
road.

As each lot within this district is developed, provisions shall be made during the site plan
review process for the lay-out and construction of streets or side roads as the Planning
Board shall determine necessary to permit travel between adjacent lots without accessing
NH Route 101. To encourage shared lot access, where at all possible and practical, the
location of all accessory street or roadway curb cuts shall be situated to allow adjacent lots
to also take advantage of or share the same point of access along the street or roadway.

Access to any Town road or State highway shall require Town or State permit approval.

Structure height. Except for small wind energy system and personal wireless service facilities
permitted under Chapter 15 or Chapter 15A of this Ordinance, respectively, no structure shall
exceed forty-five (45) feet in height. (Amended March 2023)
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7A.1

7A.1.1

7A4.2

74.3

7A.3.1

7TA.3.2

DOWNTOWN COMMERCIAL DISTRICT
The purpose of this district is to concentrate development, allow and encourage a vibrant mix of

land uses, encourage infill development, preserve the historic character of the downtown, and
provide a pedestrian-friendly environment. (Adopted March 2019)

Downtown Commercial District Location.

The Downtown Commercial District encompasses the following areas within the Town of
Wilton:

a. The area in the western section of downtown Wilton located north and south of Forest Road
as delineated on the Town of Wilton Tax Map J encompassing lots 79, 90, 90-1A, 90-1B,
91, 99, 100 and 101.

b. The area in Downtown Wilton north and south of Main Street as delineated on the Town of
Wilton Tax Map J encompassing lots 43, 44, 45, 46, 47, 48, 50, 51, 52, 53, 54, 55, 56, 57,
58, 59, 60, 60-1, 61, 62, 63, 64; and Tax Map K encompassing lots 63, 64, 64-1, 65, 85,
103, 104, 170, 171, 172, 173, portions of lot 66 south of a line drawn between the southeast
corner of 67 and the northwest corner of 76, and portions of 166 west of a line drawn
between due south from the southeast corner of 103 to the river.

Main Street Overlay District Location. The Main Street Overlay District encompasses the
following areas within the Town of Wilton, which are subject to all provisions in the
Downtown Commercial District, except where noted otherwise:

a. The area in Downtown Wilton north and south of Main Street from the intersection of
Forest Road to the intersection of Park and Howard Streets as delineated on the Town of
Wilton Tax Map J encompassing lots 43, 44, 45, 46, 47, 48, 50, 51, 52, 53, 54, 55, 56, 57,
58, 59, 60, 60-1, 61, 62, 63, 64; and Tax Map K encompassing lot 173.

General Provisions.

A building or structure may be erected, altered or used, and a lot may be used or occupied for
any of the following purposes in accordance with the following provisions.

Permitted Uses.

The following uses shall be permitted in the Downtown Commercial District:

Residential Uses.

a. Any use permitted in the Residential District (except where prohibited under Sec. 7A.6.b),
under the same provisions as apply to the use in that district, except that the lot dimensional
requirements shall be as specified in this section.

Commercial Uses.

a. Bed and breakfasts, including such retail businesses within these permitted buildings as are
conducted for the convenience of the residents or guests;

b. Retail Services: Establishments engaged in selling goods or merchandise to the general
public for personal or household consumption and rendering services incidental to the sale
of such goods, including retail stores, restaurants, taverns and banks. Also, establishments
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7TA.3.4

7A4.4

primarily engaged in providing services involving the care of a person or his or her apparel
(such as barbershops and beauty salons, spas, tailors and dry cleaners);

Parking garages and parking lots;
Business and professional offices;

Community buildings, social halls, clubs, lodges, fraternal organizations, theaters,
recreation facilities, and amusement centers;

Greenhouses and florist shops: An establishment where retail and wholesale garden
products and produce are sold to the consumer. The establishment imports most of the
items sold, but may include a nursery and/or greenhouse, and may include plants, nursery
products and stock, potting soil, hardware, other garden and farm variety tools and outdoor
furniture;

Houses of worship including, but not limited to, churches, synagogues, parish houses,
mosques, convents, and other accessory uses;

Preschools, and daycare centers, including in-home childcare;

Medical offices, which provide health services to people on an outpatient basis including
doctors, dentists, physical therapists, massage therapist and chiropractors;

Veterinary clinics which may include facilities for overnight boarding or caring of animals
provided that any such facility shall be designed, constructed and operated in such a
manner so as not to be a nuisance to adjacent uses by way of noise or odor;

Libraries, museums;

Adult day care facilities: Any person, corporation, partnership, voluntary association, or
other organization, either established for profit or otherwise, which provides for the daily
care and supervision of an adult person away from the person’s home and which requires
licensing by the State of NH; and

Nanobreweries as defined in NH RSA 178:12-a, Brewpubs as defined in NH RSA 178:13,
Wine retail outlets and tasting rooms pursuant to NH RSA 178:8, and Liquor manufacturers
pursuant to NH RSA 178:6;

Industrial Uses.

a.

Light Industry: Assembly, packaging, and/or finishing of products carried on completely
within a structure, and involving no outside storage of equipment or materials. Light
Industry shall not include any industry, the operations of which could (1) pose a danger of
fire or explosion, (2) create significant objectionable vibration, noise, smoke, fumes, odor
or dust, (3) produce chemicals, radioactive or other potentially dangerous waste, or (4)
adversely affect other private or public properties; (Amended March 2020)

Mixed Uses.

a.

Mixed Uses: The development of a tract of land or building or structure with two or more
different permitted uses such as but not limited to residential, office, retail, public, or
entertainment.

Site Plan Review Required.

Any change or expansion in use in an existing structure or any new construction in this district
must have prior approval from the Planning Board under the Site Plan Review regulations, with
the following exceptions:
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TA4.2

7A4.5

7A.5.1

TA.5.2

7A.5.3

TA.5.4

7TA.5.5

7A.5.6

74.6

Residential Uses. Site Plan Review is not required for single family dwellings or for two-family
dwellings permitted by Section 5.5 of this ordinance.

Change to a Permitted Commercial Use. Site Plan Review is not required for a change from any
use to a commercial use listed in section 7A.3.2, provided that there is an existing approved site
plan for the property and the change does not result in any exterior changes on the property.

Lot Requirements.

Frontage. Frontage shall be as follows:

a. Twenty-five (25) feet.

Setbacks. Setbacks shall be as follows:

a. Front setback — twenty-five (25) feet;
b. Side setback — fifteen (15) feet;

c. Rear setback — fifteen (15) feet;

a

Setbacks on lots located within the Main Street Overlay District - at a depth to conform
with existing neighboring buildings;

e. No buildings or parking areas are permitted in the front setback or in any setback which
abuts a residentially or residential/ agriculturally zoned parcel;

f. Parking areas are permitted up to within ten (10) feet of the side or rear lot line of a
commercially zoned parcel where it abuts another commercially or industrially zoned
parcel; and

g. Parking areas shared between two adjacent commercially or industrially zoned parcels may
be developed up to the common side or rear lot-line if all other conditions of the district are
met.

Percentage of Lot Coverage. There is no maximum building coverage (subject to any setback
requirements), except that the site must be designed to dispose of all runoff and drainage
without impacting other properties.

Access. Access to lots within the downtown commercial district shall be as follows:
a. Access to any Town road or State highway shall require Town or State permit approval.
Parking. Parking requirements shall be as follows:

a. All non-residential uses listed in sections 7A.3.2, 7A.3.3, and 7A.3.4 are exempt from the
provision of off-street parking facilities standards established in the Site Plan Review
Regulations; and

b. Any residential use listed in section 7A.3.1 is required to have on-site or fee ownership
parking with at least one parking space per bedroom.

Structure height. Except for small wind energy system and personal wireless service facilities
permitted under Chapter 15 or Chapter 15A of this Ordinance, respectively, no structure shall
exceed forty-five (45) feet in height. (Amended March 2023)

Prohibited Uses.

a. Filling Stations and Automotive Service Stations;
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Residential uses on the ground floor fronting Main Street for lots located within the Main
Street Overlay District;

Schools and kindergartens;
Funeral homes;

Wholesaling and warehousing on the ground floor fronting Main Street for lots located in
the Main Street Overlay District; and

Inns, tourist courts, and cabins.
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8.0

8.0.1

8.1

INDUSTRIAL DISTRICT

This district provides a location for the establishment of industrial facilities and operations to
improve employment opportunities and broaden the tax base in the Town of Wilton.

All industrial establishments will meet the following provisions.

a.

All future industrial establishments in this district must receive prior approval to build
based on the proposed layout as evidenced by satisfactory working plans submitted to the
Planning Board under the Site Plan Review procedure adopted by the Planning Board.

Any expansion of an existing industrial establishment must have prior approval based on
the proposed layout as evidenced by satisfactory working plans submitted to the Planning
Board under the Site Plan Review procedures adopted by the Planning Board.

Any alterations of the nature of the industry carried on in an existing industrial
establishment must have prior approval from the Planning Board under the Site Plan
Review procedure adopted by the Planning Board.

District Location. The Industrial District encompasses the following areas within the Town of
Wilton:

a.

The area in northern Wilton bordering the Town of Lyndeborough along Forest Road and
the B&M Railroad right-of-way. As delineated on the Town of Wilton Tax Map, this
includes Lots B-3 through B-6 (inclusive), B-8, B-10, B-11, B-97 through B-112
(inclusive). Also, lots B-117 through B-121 (inclusive) to a depth of 350 feet from the
centerline of Forest Road. (Amended March 1995, March 2003)

The area adjacent to NH Route 101 west of the Souhegan River Bridge and the area
adjacent to NH Route 31 and Mansur Road. As delineated on the Town of Wilton Tax
Map, this includes lots D-100, D-101, D-102, E-17, E-23 through E-28 inclusive, a portion
of E-29 southeast of a line continuing from the southern-most point of lot 30 to a point on
the southern line of lot 29 200 feet west of Greenville Road/Rt. 31. F-11. F-12-1 through F-
12 inclusive, F-13 through F-21 inclusive, F-23, F-24, F-25, a portion of F-141, west of the
Souhegan River, F-142 through F-146, inclusive F-158, F-159 and F-161, a portion of F-
163 south of a line from the southeast corner of 164 to the southwest corner of 162, and F-
165 through F-173 (inclusive). (Amended March 2001, March 2010)

Lots D-92 and D-94. (Amended March 2010)
Lots J-104-1, J-104-2 and J-105. (Amended March 2010)

The area south of Main Street and north of the Souhegan River. As delineated on the Town
of Wilton Tax Map this includes Lots J-49, K-158 through K-162 (inclusive), portions of
K-165 and K-166 east of a line drawn due south from the southeast corner of lot 103 to the
river, K-167 through K-169 (inclusive) and K-174. (Amended March 2001, March 2010)

The area south of the Souhegan River and north of NH Route 101. As delineated on the
Town of Wilton Tax Map this includes Lots J-110, J-113 and L-64 through L-66 (inclusive)
and lot L-68. (Amended March 2001, March 2010)

Permitted Uses.

A building or structure may be erected, altered or used, and a lot may be used or occupied for
any of the following purposes, provided the use meets the performance standards of this
ordinance:
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8.2.4
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a. Light Manufacturing, as that term is defined in Section 9A.2.2 of this ordinance;
b. research and/or testing laboratory;
c. offices; and
d. non-residential commercial uses subject to all the requirements of this Industrial District
ordinance . (Adopted March 2001, Amended March 2020)
Lot Requirements.

All new construction or development within the industrial district shall meet the following
requirements.

Area. Two (2) acres of land excluding wetlands, water bodies, and land contained within the
one hundred (100) year floodplain. (dmended March 1992, March 2004, March 2020)

Frontage. Two hundred (200) feet on a Class V or better road.

Lot Coverage. A maximum of sixty percent (60%) of the gross area of any lot shall be occupied
by buildings, parking and roadways. Total lot impervious coverage (buildings, parking area and
roads) shall be forty (40) percent within the Aquifer Protection District. Industrial buildings,
structures and parking areas in existence as of March 13, 1990 that exceed the permitted lot
coverage within the district may be maintained at or rebuilt to the existing level. Any increase
in impervious area will not be permitted. (dmended March 1992)

Setbacks. The setbacks within this district shall not be (dmended March 1991):

a. Less than one-hundred (100) feet from the edge of the public right-of-way for NH Route
101;

b. Less than seventy-five (75) feet from the edge of the public right-of-way for all other public
roads;

Less than thirty-five (35) feet from side and rear lot lines.

d. No buildings or parking areas are permitted within the front setback or in any setback
which abuts a residentially or residential/agriculturally zoned parcel. (Admended March
1991)

e. Parking areas are permitted up to within ten (10) feet of the side or rear lot line of an
industrially zoned parcel where it abuts another commercially or industrially zoned parcel.
(Amended March 1991)

f. Parking areas shared between two adjacent industrially or commercially zoned parcels may
be developed up to the common side or rear lot-line if all other conditions of the district are
met. (Amended March 1991)

Buffer Zones. Buffer zones shall be provided between industrial establishments and
surrounding uses as follows:

a. Any lot bordering an area zoned for residential use or an area containing residential uses
shall have a landscaped buffer between any building or parking area and the residential
zone or use. (Amended March 1991)

b. All setbacks from public roads shall be sufficiently landscaped with trees and shrubs, an
earth berm and/or fencing as to maintain a visual buffer between the highway and any
building or parking area. (Amended March 1991)
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8.2.7

8.2.8

8.3

8.3.1

83.2

Structure Height. Except for small wind energy system and personal wireless service facilities
permitted under Chapter 15 or Chapter 15A of this Ordinance, respectively, no structure shall
exceed forty-five (45) feet in height. (Amended March 2023)

Parking. Off-street parking facilities shall be provided following the standards established in the
Site Plan Review Regulations.

Access. Any lot with frontage on NH Route 101 shall be accessed by any other street or side
road available and not by NH Route 101 unless no other alternative exists. If no other access is
available, entrance and exit for such lot(s) shall be limited to one (1) curb cut on NH Route 101
for each lot-of-record existing as of March 8, 1988. If access to a lot is available by a street or
side road other than NH Route 101, access to the lot shall be taken from the street or side road.
As each lot is developed within this district, provision shall be made during the Site Plan
Review process for the lay-out and construction of streets or side roads as the Planning Board
shall determine necessary to permit travel between adjacent lots without accessing NH Route
101. To encourage shared lot access, where at all possible and practical, the location of all
accessory street or roadway curb cuts shall be situated to allow adjacent lots to also take
advantage of or share the same point of access along the street or roadway. Access to any Town
road or State highway shall require Town or State permit approval.

Conditions for Use of Area Water Supply.

Public Water Supply. Industrial establishments intending to be served by the public water
supply system shall be reviewed by the Planning Board to ensure that the proposed use would
not require more than ten percent (10%) of the available capacity as determined by the system's
current safe yield and average daily water usage at the time of the proposed development. In
any circumstance, where the Town of Wilton may require professional assistance or additional
information to make a determination of compliance, the developer shall be required to pay the
costs associated with obtaining this assistance.

On-site Water Supply. In areas not served by the public water system, industries shall obtain
their own water supply. In cases where industries will be utilizing a private well to supply
adequate water for manufacturing and employee use, the following performance standards shall
be applied in an effort to avoid depletion of water supplies for neighboring uses:

a. In areas determined by the United States Geological Survey (U.S.G.S) as having a high
potential to yield water, proposed uses may utilize a maximum of four thousand (4,000)
gallons per day, (GPD) of groundwater from a drilled well.

b. Inareas determined by the U.S.G.S. as having a medium potential to yield water, proposed
uses may utilize a maximum of two thousand (2,000) GPD of groundwater from a drilled
well.

c. Inareas determined by the U.S.G.S. as having a low potential to yield water, proposed uses
may utilize a maximum of one thousand (1,000) GPD of groundwater from a drilled well.

d. In areas determined by the U.S.G.S. as generally yielding enough water for domestic
supplies, proposed industrial uses shall be limited to a maximum of seven hundred-fifty
(750) GPD of groundwater from a drilled well.

The developer may conduct additional hydrogeological studies of the site to determine the
actual location and extent of the groundwater, the capacity for groundwater supplies and the
impacts on surrounding groundwater users at his own cost. The Planning Board may modify the
above limits based on the results of the hydrogeological testing and the determination that
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sustained use of the water supply will not unreasonably reduce the water supply to adjacent
users.
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8.5

8.6

8.6.1

Traffic Generation.

Industrial uses shall be permitted to generate traffic in keeping with the character of the
roadway from which the use has access and egress, according to the following schedule:

Street Access Allowed Trip Generation per Acre

Class IV and Class V Roads 0 - 10 Average Daily trips

Class I and Class II Roads 0 - 150 Average Daily Trips
Prohibited Uses.

Neither residential uses nor Heavy Manufacturing, as that term is defined in Section 9A.2.1 of
this ordinance, is permitted in the Industrial District. (Amended March 2020)

Special Exceptions.

(See also Section 4.12) (Amended March 2022)

Lots of Record. In the event that a lot-of-record existing as of March 8, 1988 cannot satisfy the
minimum lot or buffer requirements set forth in section 8.2 because of its configuration, the
Zoning Board may permit a reduction in these requirements (except for section 8.2.3, Lot
Coverage) by special exception. The permitted reduction in the requirement the lot-of-record
cannot meet in these circumstances is designed to permit a proposed use in accordance with the
objectives and purpose of this district.
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9.0 OFFICE PARK DISTRICT
(Amended throughout March 1999)
The purpose of this District is to attract corporate office, research activities in a college-campus
like environment which will be achieved through zoning and land use regulations, limited types
of uses, large open spaces, increased setback requirements and compatible architectural and
landscape standards. All primary and accessory buildings must be sited to blend with the
environment with a minimum amount of change to the existing vegetation and topography.

9.1 District Location. (Amended March 2023)
The Office Park District encompasses the following area within the Town of Wilton:
a. As delineated by the Town of Wilton Tax Map (C), lot C-172-1 and part of lot C-127-3.

9.2 Permitted Uses.
A building may be erected, altered or used and a lot may be used or occupied for any of the
following purposes and in accordance with the following provisions:
a. Corporate offices;
b. Research facilities; and
¢. Farming uses.

9.3 Lot Requirements.

9.3.1 Area. The minimum lot size is five (5) acres with a minimum of two (2) acres, excluding
wetland and water bodies. (Amended March 1992, March 2020)

932 Frontage. Two hundred (200) feet on a Class V or better road.

933 Setbacks. The setback shall be two-hundred (200) feet from all lot lines. Individual front lot
setback of at least one-hundred (100) feet with side and rear setbacks of fifty (50) feet.

934 Structure Height. Except for small wind energy system and personal wireless service facilities
permitted under Chapter 15 or Chapter 15A of this Ordinance, respectively, no structure shall
exceed forty-five (45) feet in height. (Amended March 2023)

93.5 Building Size. Maximum of forty-thousand (40,000) square feet gross floor area on the ground
floor, cumulative of all building and parking areas on the lot.

9.3.6 Access. Ingress and egress shall only be from one (1) access road leading to a State Highway.

9.3.7 Off-Street Parking Requirements. One parking space for each one and two-tenths (1.2)
employees based upon the highest expected employee occupancy.

9.3.8 Conservation Zone. All land within one hundred (100) feet of Blood Brook shall be retained in
its natural state except for foot trails.

9.4 Architectural Design.

As a condition of granting final site plan approval for a development upon a lot in this District,
the lot owner shall obtain Planning Board approval of the exterior architectural design of such
structures. In connection therewith, the Planning Board shall require the lot owner to provide it
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with graphic renderings, photographs or three-dimensional models to depict the proposed
development. In undertaking its review and approval, the Planning Board shall consider the
location, alignment, and spacing of new buildings in relation to existing and future development
of adjoining lots. In addition, the Planning Board shall consider the positioning and
configuration of the proposed buildings on a lot or lots, the use of required setbacks, open space
and buffer mechanisms and the lot owner's campus type layout and buildings requirements.

Open Space Design.

To encourage open space development in a manner that allows greater open spaces the
following provisions may be applied. The intent of this section is to allow greater flexibility in
this district while encouraging the retention of the area's rural character.

1. Side and rear setbacks (excluding lot lines tangent to Section 9.3.8 Conservation Zone and
Section 6.0 General Residence and Agricultural District) may be reduced to 50 feet to
promote clustered non-residential development(s).

2. Shared parking facilities will not be counted toward the percentage of lot coverage.

Parking areas shared between two adjacent lots within this district may be developed up to
the common side or rear lot-line (excluding lot lines tangent to the 9.3.8 Conservation Zone
and Section 6.0 General Residence and Agricultural District) if all other conditions of the
district are met.
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94.1

9A.1.1

94.2

9A.2.1

9A2.2

RESEARCH AND OFFICE PARK DISTRICT
(Adopted March 2002)

Purpose.

The Research and Office Park District is an overlay district that allows research and
development and related uses in rural parts of the Town where they would not otherwise be
permitted. The purpose of the district is to:

a. Encourage activities in a campus-like setting which will be both an aesthetic and an
economic asset to the Town;

b. Attract research, office, and light manufacturing activities which do not need to be centrally
located in an industrial district, and whose developers prefer a rural setting;

c. Preclude possible adverse effects on the local neighborhood and rural environment through
a combination of very large lot sizes, low densities, rigorous performance standards,
restricted traffic and tractor-trailer volumes, and aesthetic standards; and

d. Preserve the natural and rural environments through the reservation of the majority of the
area of developed lots as agricultural or conservation land.

Regulations and standards have been established to protect the residential and/or agricultural
character of the district and are reasonable in exchange for the privilege of a Research and
Office Park that would otherwise not be permitted in this district.

Opverlay District Principles. The Research and Office Park District is an overlay district that
shall be used along with underlying zoning districts, as established in this ordinance. This
district establishes special development standards and guidelines beyond those of the
underlying zoning designation for the development of Research and Office Parks. The
standards established in this Section shall only apply to Research and Office Parks with an
approved Research and Office Park Plan, as described herein. If a development is not a
Research and Office Park and a Research and Office Park Plan has not been approved, the
standards of the underlying zoning district shall apply. Lots that are included in the Research
and Office Park District but are not part of a Research and Office Park may be developed or
used in any manner consistent with their underlying zoning district.

Definitions.

Heavy Manufacturing. Any manufacture, processing, conversion or compounding (any of
which, “manufacturing”) of extracted or raw materials, including chemicals (or products
composed primarily from unprocessed raw materials or chemicals) to create products, or
manufacturing that might reasonably be expected to have any adverse impact on surrounding
land uses or property values or beyond Town borders. Heavy Manufacturing includes, without
limitation, (a) manufacturing products using (1) chemical processes or (2) petroleum,
petrochemicals, or products derived therefrom, or that otherwise involve processing, refining or
storing petroleum or petrochemicals (other than reasonable amounts to be used solely as fuel);
and (b) the production or storage of explosives or ammunition (except retail sales of
ammunition incident to another permitted use). (Amended March 2020)

Light Manufacturing. The manufacture, predominantly from previously prepared materials, of
finished products or parts, including processing, fabrication, assembly, treatment and packaging
of such products, and incidental storage, sales and distribution of such products, but excluding
raw materials industrial processing and Heavy Manufacturing. These activities do not
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9A.2.7

9A.2.8

9A.2.9

9A.2.10

94.3

94.4

9A 4.1

necessitate the storage of large volumes of hazardous, flammable, toxic matter or explosive
materials needed for the manufacturing process. These activities do not include manufacturing
processes using predominantly hazardous, flammable, toxic or explosive materials. (Amended
March 2020)

Lot Coverage. A measure of intensity of land use that represents the portion of a site that is
impervious. This portion includes, but is not limited to, all areas covered by buildings, parking
structures, driveways, roads, sidewalks and any area of concrete asphalt, but does not include
buffered setback areas, lawns, recreational areas, or agricultural uses.

Office. Administrative, executive, professional, research or similar organizations having only
limited contact with the public, provided that no merchandise or merchandising services are
sold on the premises, except such as are incidental or accessory to the principal permissible use.

Principal Use. The primary use of any lot.

Research Laboratory. Administrative, engineering, scientific research, design or
experimentation organizations where product testing is an integral part of the operation and
goods or products may be manufactured as necessary for testing, evaluation and test marketing.

Research and Office Park. An area of minimum contiguous size, as specified by this ordinance,
to be planned, developed, operated, and maintained according to a common Research and
Office Park Plan as a single entity and containing one or more structures to accommodate
principal uses or a combination of such uses, and appurtenant common areas and secondary
uses.

Research and Office Park Plan. A master land use plan that is intended to guide growth and
development of a Research and Office Park over a number of years or in phases.

Research and Development (R & D). A business that engages in research, or research and
development, of innovative ideas in technology-intensive fields. Examples include, but is not
limited to, laboratories, scientific, medical, chemical, applied physics, mechanical, electronic,
biological, genetic or other similar experimental research, product development or testing
facilities. Development and construction of prototypes may be associated with this use.

Secondary Use. A structure or use that: (1) is subordinate in the area, extent, and purpose to the
principal use; (2) contributes to the comfort, convenience or necessity of the principal use; and
(3) is located on the same lot or Research and Office Park as the principal use.

District Location. (Amended March 2023)

The Research and Office Park District encompasses the following areas within the Town of
Wilton:

a. As delineated on the Town of Wilton Tax Map, lots E-21, E-22, E-24 through E-26
(inclusive), E-29 through E-32 (inclusive), E-35, E-36, G-4, G-23, G-24, G-26, G-28, G-29,
G-36 and G-37.

b. As delineated on the Town of Wilton Tax Map, lots C-127-1, C-127-3, C-128-1-1, C-128-
1-2 and C-128-3.

Permitted Uses.

Principal Uses. A building or structure may be erected, altered or used, and a lot may be used or
occupied for any of the following principal uses, provided the use meets the requirements of
this ordinance.
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a. Research and development uses.
b. Research laboratories.

c. Light manufacturing uses.

d. Office uses.

9A4.2 Secondary Uses. A building or structure may be erected, altered or used, and a lot may be used
or occupied for any of the following secondary uses, provided the use meets the requirements of
this ordinance and conforms to the definition of a secondary use.

a. Support services, solely for employees of principal uses and guests of Research and Office
Park occupants, which meet the following minimum requirements.

1. Support services shall be limited to child or senior day care centers, printing services,
copy services, mailing and shipping services, office supplies, banks,
meeting/conference rooms, eating establishments with no drive-through facilities and
secretarial/office services.

2. Support services shall not be visible from, have direct access to, or have signage visible
from public streets. The limitation on signage visibility shall not pertain to inclusion of
the names of support services firms on a directory sign listing occupants of a
development in this district.

3. Space occupied by support service firms may be provided in either of the following
fashions:

(a) Space may be part of a multi-purpose building or as a part of a building principally
occupied by a principal use allowed in this zone.

(b) Space may be in a building exclusively occupied by one or more support service
firms. There shall be no more than one (1) two-acre lot devoted to this type of
building for each seventy-five (75) acres within this zone.

4. No support services shall be allowed in a development in this zone until the total
building floor space devoted to principal use exceeds fifty thousand (50,000) square
feet.

5. At no time shall the total amount of gross floor area devoted to support services exceed
ten percent (10%) of the gross floor area of all buildings in the development.

6. No building occupied in whole or in part by support services shall be less than six
thousand (6,000) square feet in size.

b. Residential uses, solely for employees of principal uses and their families, that meet the
following minimum requirements:

1. One (1) dwelling unit shall be permitted for every ten thousand (10,000) square feet of
gross floor area of the principal use(s)

2. No dwelling unit shall be less than four hundred (400) square feet per occupant.

3. Atno time shall the total amount of gross floor area devoted to residential uses exceed
ten percent (10%) of the gross floor area of the principal use(s).

c. Residential uses already in existence within lots of a development may continue, which
shall be counted against the minimum requirements of 9A.4.2.b.
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94.5

9A.5.1

9A.5.2

9A.5.3

9A.5.4

9A.5.5

9A.5.6

d. Open space, agricultural, conservation and recreation uses, only as otherwise permitted
in and subject to the conditions and restrictions applicable in the underlying zoning
district.

Prohibited Uses. All uses not explicitly permitted in this Section shall be prohibited in the
Research and Office Park District. Such uses shall include:

Terminals, including truck or bus terminals, and other distribution facilities.

b. Bulk storage of hazardous, flammable, toxic or explosive materials for the manufacturing
process.

c. Heavy manufacturing.

d. Warehousing.

Research and Office Park Lot Requirements.

All Research and Office Parks within the Research and Office Park District shall meet the
following requirements.

Area. A Research and Office Park shall be at least twenty-five (25) acres. No building within a
Research and Office Park shall be constructed on any lot less than one (1) acre.

Frontage. The Research and Office Park shall have four hundred (400) feet of combined
contiguous frontage on the Class V or better road from which the development receives its
primary access.

Setbacks.

a. The setback for all buildings, structures and parking areas associated with the Research and
Office Park and roadways other than the Research and Office Park’s primary access road
shall not be less than two hundred (200) feet from all lots that are not part of the Research
and Office Park and from all public rights-of-way. This setback may be reduced to fifty
(50) feet from lots in the Commercial and Industrial Districts, from lots belonging to other
Research and Office Parks, or from lots whose owners consent in writing to such reduced
setbacks.

b. The setback for all buildings, structures and parking areas associated with the Research and
Office Park shall not be less than twenty (20) feet from all boundaries of the lot on which it
is located.

Lot Coverage. Total lot coverage of a Research and Office Park shall not exceed twenty percent
(20%). Total lot coverage may be increased to twenty-five percent (25%) if the total area of the
Research and Office Park is from fifty (50) to one hundred (100) acres, and to thirty-five (35)
percent if the total area of the Research and Office Park size is one hundred (100) acres or
greater.

Undeveloped Land. At least fifty percent (50%) of the total development area shall be
maintained in agriculture, as conservation land, or in a natural vegetated condition.

Access. There shall be one (1) primary access road leading to the development. The primary
access road shall be located on NH Route 101 or NH Route 31. The primary access road may
be located on a Class V or better road if: (1) the property owner(s) of the Research and Office
Park is the sole owner of the entire length of frontage along that road from NH Route 101 or
NH Route 31 to the access road; and (2) new traffic attributed to that Research and Office Park
primarily utilizes this primary access road. One (1) additional access road located on a Class V
or better road may be created for emergency purposes. Existing structures in the Research and

Page A-40. Amended March 28, 2023



WILTON LAND USE LAWS AND REGULATIONS
ZONING ORDINANCE

9A.5.7

9A.5.8

9A.5.9

9A.5.10

9A.5.11

9A.5.12

94.6

9A.6.1

9A.6.2

Office Park with existing access roads may retain these roads in addition to the one (1) primary
access road.

Structure Height. Except for small wind energy system and personal wireless service facilities
permitted under Chapter 15 or Chapter 15A of this Ordinance, respectively, no structure shall
exceed forty-five (45) feet in height. (Amended March 2023)

Traffic. Traffic shall not significantly increase on any road other than the primary access road
as a result of a Research and Office Park. Each Research and Office Park shall be permitted to
generate traffic in keeping with the character of the roadway from which the use has access and
egress, according to the following schedule. For the purposes of this ordinance, each entering
into or exiting from the Research and Office Park onto a public road shall be counted as a trip.

Street Access Maximum Allowed Trip Generation Per
Square Feet of Gross Floor Area

NH Route 101 and NH Route 31 24/1,000 SF

All Other Class V or Better Roads 12/1,000 SF

Tractor-Trailer Volume. No more than two (2) tractor-trailer trips per up to 20,000 square feet
of gross floor area shall be permitted per day within a Research and Office Park. An additional
two (2) tractor trailer trips shall be permitted per day for each additional 20,000 square feet of
gross floor area within the Research and Office Park. For the purposes of this ordinance, each
entering into or exiting from the Research and Office Park onto a public road shall be counted
as a trip. No tractor-trailer shall be parked in a Research and Office Park longer than three (3)
days.

Parking. Off-street parking shall be provided following the standards established in the
Research and Office Park Regulations.

Signs. Signs shall be provided according to the standards established in Section 16.0 of this
ordinance and the Research and Office Park Regulations.

Building Size. The footprint of any building in a Research and Office Park shall not be greater
than 20,000 square feet.

Conditions for Use of Area Water Supply.

Public Water Supply. Research and Office Parks intending to be served by the public water
supply system shall be reviewed by the Planning Board to ensure that the proposed
developments would not require more than ten percent (10%) of the available capacity as
determined by the system's current safe yield and average daily water usage at the time of the
proposed development. In any circumstance, where the Town of Wilton may require
professional assistance or additional information to make a determination of compliance, the
developer shall be required to pay the costs associated with obtaining this assistance.

On-site Water Supply. In areas not served by the public water system, Research and Office
Parks shall obtain their own water supply. In cases where Research and Office Parks will be
utilizing private wells to supply adequate water for the uses within the development, the
following performance standards shall be applied in an effort to avoid depletion of water
supplies for neighboring uses:
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a. In areas determined by the United States Geological Survey (U.S.G.S) as having a high
potential to yield water, proposed uses may utilize a maximum of four thousand (4,000)
gallons per day (GPD) of groundwater from a drilled well.

b. Inareas determined by the U.S.G.S. as having a medium potential to yield water, proposed
uses may utilize a maximum of two thousand (2,000) GPD of groundwater from a drilled
well.

c. Inareas determined by the U.S.G.S. as having a low potential to yield water, proposed uses
may utilize a maximum of one thousand (1,000) GPD of groundwater from a drilled well.

e. Inareas determined by the U.S.G.S. as generally yielding enough water for domestic
supplies, proposed industrial uses shall be limited to a maximum of seven hundred-fifty
(750) GPD of groundwater from a drilled well.

The developer may conduct additional hydrogeological studies of the site to determine the
actual location and extent of the groundwater, the capacity for groundwater supplies and the
impacts on surrounding groundwater users at his own cost. The Planning Board may modify the
above limits based on the results of the hydrogeological testing and the determination that
sustained use of the water supply will not unreasonably reduce the water supply to adjacent
users.

Performance Standards.

The performance standards in Section 4.10 of this ordinance shall apply to any Research and
Office Park as a whole rather than to individual lots within the development. (Amended March
2022)

It shall be unlawful to create, permit, allow, or maintain a noise disturbance in the Research and
Office Park District. Any and all excessively annoying, loud or unusual noises or vibrations
such as offend the peace and quiet of persons of ordinary sensibilities and which interfere with
the comfortable enjoyment of life or property and affect at the same time an entire
neighborhood or any considerable number of persons shall be considered a noise disturbance.

No outdoor storage of any material (usable or waste) shall be permitted in the Research and
Office Park District, except in outdoor storage containers. Storage containers shall be screened
from public view by appropriate means, such as fencing, natural buffers or as otherwise
approved by the Planning Board.

No lighting shall be permitted that would cause glare from a Research and Office Park onto any
street, road, highway, deeded right-of-way or into any abutting property. All luminaries and
lamps shall be of fully shielded design and shall not emit any direct light above a horizontal
plane passing through the lowest part of the light emitting portion of the luminary or lamp.

Procedures.

This Section is an innovative land use control as authorized by RSA 674:16, I1. In accordance
with RSA 674:21, 11, the Wilton Planning Board is designated as the administrator of uses
under this section. Before approving any developments under this Section, the Planning Board
shall develop Research and Office Park Regulations that shall incorporate the standards of this
Section, and any additional requirements that the Planning Board finds necessary or desirable to
achieve the purposes of this Section.

Approval Procedures.
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Elements of Approval Process. The approval process for a Research and Office Park shall
include the following two elements:

1. Approval of a Research and Office Park Plan including all lots, buildings, and uses to
be incorporated in the overall development. The Research and Office Park Plan shall
serve as the master land use plan for the Research and Office Park. A Research and
Office Park Plan shall be approved in accordance with the provisions of the Research
and Office Park Regulations. Any changes or amendments to an approved Research
and Office Park Plan shall require approval of the Planning Board.

2. Approval of a site plan for the development of any nonresidential uses, multi-family
dwellings containing three (3) or more dwelling units, changes or expansions of use
and any additions or alterations that change the outward appearance of a nonresidential
building within the Research and Office Park. A site plan shall be approved in
accordance with the provisions of the Site Plan Review Regulations. If a Research and
Office Park is to be developed in phases, site plans shall be required for each phase,
and separate hearings shall be held to review each site plan.

An applicant may submit and the Planning Board may approve both of these elements
concurrently.

Architectural Design and Compatibility with the Neighborhood. Planning Board approval
of a Research and Office Park Plan shall include the review of the exterior architectural
design of all structures in the Research and Office Park in accordance with the Research
and Office Park Regulations. Such review shall be considered as an element of the
Research and Office Park Plan. Such review shall ensure that the Research and Office Park
does not negatively affect the natural and rural environments and conforms to the purposes
outlined in the Section 9A.1 of this ordinance. The Research and Office Park Plan shall
include graphic renderings, photographs or three-dimensional models to depict the
proposed development. In undertaking its review and approval, the Planning Board shall
consider the location, alignment, and spacing of new buildings in relation to existing and
proposed future buildings in the development. In addition, the Planning Board shall
consider the positioning and configuration of the proposed buildings on a lot or lots, the use
of required setbacks, open space and buffer mechanisms and the overall campus type layout
of the development.

Subsequent subdivision or consolidation of lots within a Research and Office Park shall be
permissible according to the same rules applicable to subdivisions elsewhere in the Town,
but no lot or portion thereof shall be removed from or added to the Research and Office
Park without Planning Board approval of an amendment to the original Research and
Office Park Plan.

Buffers. Buffers shall ensure that the Research and Office Park has no significant visual
impact on abutting uses and protects the natural and rural environments. The natural
vegetative state shall be the preferred type of buffer for any Research and Office Park.

Suspension or Revocation of Research and Office Park Plan Approval

The Planning Board shall have the authority to suspend or revoke any approval granted under
this section for violation of any condition of the approval, including violations of Section 9A.7
of this ordinance, which shall be implicitly incorporated in the terms of all approvals under this
Section. Any such suspension or revocation must be in accordance with the procedures of RSA
676:4-a.
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GRAVEL EXCAVATION DISTRICT
(Adopted March 2006)

Purpose

The purpose of this district is to provide reasonable and substantial opportunities for the
extraction of earth materials while maintaining a safe, healthy, and harmonious atmosphere for
all in the Town of Wilton. To this end, a large area of the town which is known to contain large
deposits of easily extractable gravel, and where many of the lots have been used for gravel
excavation in the past, is designated to allow the removal of earth materials.

The designated area permits excavation without significant impact to the public welfare because
it is in a rural, sparsely populated part of the town, with convenient access to a state highway.
The topography of the area, substantial buffer requirements, and the limitation on maximum
open excavation areas minimize the detrimental effect of excavations on the visual character of
the scenic Souhegan River / Greenville Road valley.

District Location

The Gravel Excavation District encompasses the following areas within the Town of Wilton:
(Amended March 2010)

a. As delineated on the Town of Wilton Tax Map, the district includes Lots 21, 22, 24, 25, 26,
29, 30, 31, 32, and 36 on Tax Map E, and Lots 23 and 24 on Tax Map G. These lots fall in
an area in southwestern Wilton located west of NH Route 31 (Greenville Road), east of
Russell Hill Road and Kimball Hill Road, south of NH Route 101, and north of King Brook
Road.

Permitted Uses

The Gravel Excavation District is an overlay district. Uses permitted in this district are in
addition to uses permitted in the underlying zoning districts.

Lots in the Gravel Excavation District may be used for the commercial taking of sod, loam,
clay, sand, gravel, or such other naturally occurring unconsolidated materials that normally
mask the bedrock, provided that the use meets the requirements of this ordinance and of the
Excavation Site Plan Review Regulations established by the Wilton Planning Board. Washing,
screening, and crushing of extracted materials utilizing small portable equipment is permitted,
accessory to the extraction of those materials from the site.

Prohibited Uses
Quarrying, excluding activities regulated under NH Revised Statutes Annotated (RSA), Chapter

12-E, Mining and Excavation, or crushing of bedrock, excavation of materials with explosives,
or any other mining activity is prohibited. Stationary manufacturing plants are prohibited.

Nonconforming Uses

Nothing in this chapter shall be deemed to prohibit any excavation which is exempted from
local permit requirements by N.H. RSA 155-E.
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Existing excavations operating under a permit previously granted by the Wilton Planning Board
may continue to operate under the terms of that permit.

Requirements and Performance Standards

The standards of this section are in addition to any standards established in the Excavation Site
Plan Review Regulations established by the Wilton Planning Board. Section 12.4(i) of this
Ordinance establishes additional standards for excavations in the Wellhead Protection Area.
Where there is a conflict between the provisions of this section, Section 12.4(i), and the
Excavation Site Plan Review Regulations, the stricter standard shall rule. (Amended March
2007)

Setbacks and Buffers. All areas used for the excavation of earth materials shall be set back and
separated by an undisturbed natural wooded buffer at least three-hundred (300) feet from all
public roads except Webb Road and from all lot lines, except that:

a. The setback may be reduced to twenty-five (25) feet from other lots in the Gravel
Excavation District with the written permission of the lot owner.

b. There is no setback requirement from lot lines between multiple lots containing land
encompassed in a single excavation.

c. Access roads may be constructed through the buffer area.

Transportation. The transportation of earth materials removed from this district must be by a
private access road to NH Route 31 (Greenville Road) or King Brook Road from NH Route 31
(Greenville Road) to Photon Way, subject to the Planning Board finding that such use does not
compromise public safety, and not to any other public road. Where materials are proposed to be
removed from a lot without frontage on NH Route 31 (Greenville Road) or King Brook Road, it
is the responsibility of the excavator to obtain any necessary easements to construct an access
road to NH Route 31 (Greenville Road).

Maximum Open Area

a. No actual excavation may exceed five (5) acres at one time.

b. The Planning Board may incorporate specific conditions in the Excavation Site Plan
Review Regulations establishing conditions under which it may permit the extension of the
maximum open excavation area to ten (10) acres.

Reclamation

a. No slope in soil material shall be left steeper than 3 to 1 (three (3) horizontal feet for each
one (1) foot of vertical drop). The Planning Board may approve a reclamation plan
incorporating 2 to 1 slopes (two (2) horizontal feet for each one (1) foot of vertical drop)
provided all of the following conditions are met:

1. The steeper grade of 2 to 1 must be stable and must be able to support adequate forest
growth;

2. Reforestation of the 2 to 1 slope area with native tree species consistent with forestry
best management practices (BMP) utilizing seedlings or young trees;

3. Acceptable soil erosion and drainage control measures must be incorporated to stabilize
the reclaimed area, according to best management practices (BMP), including but not
limited to elevation platforms or benches at appropriate elevation intervals.
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All topsoil removed during the excavation shall be stockpiled on site, and shall be spread
over the site during the reclamation of the excavated area or any portion thereof. Additional
topsoil shall be brought from off-site, as required, to provide a minimum depth of four (4)
inches. The excavator may apply to the Planning Board for permission to remove a portion
of the stockpiled topsoil from the site, subject to a determination that the remaining material
will be sufficient to cover the reclaimed area to a minimum depth of six (6) inches.
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FLOODPLAIN CONSERVATION DISTRICT

The regulations in the Town of Wilton Zoning Ordinance shall be considered part of the zoning
Ordinance for purposes of administration and appeals under state law. If any provision of this
ordinance differs or appears to conflict with any provision of the zoning Ordinance or other
ordinance or regulation, the provision imposing the greater restriction or more stringent
standard shall be controlling.

The following regulations shall apply to all lands designated as special flood hazard areas by
the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) in its "Flood Insurance Study for the
County of Hillsborough, N.H." dated September 25, 2009 or as amended, together with the
associated Flood Insurance Rate Maps (FIRM) dated September 25, 2009 or as amended, which
are declared to be a part of this ordinance and are hereby incorporated by reference. (dmended
May, 2009 by Selectmen’s Resolution)

Definitions.

The following definitions shall apply only to this Floodplain Development Ordinance and shall
not be affected by the provisions of any other ordinance of the Town of Wilton.

(Deleted March 2007)

Area of Special Flood Hazard. The land in the flood plain within the Town of Wilton subject to
a 1 percent or greater chance of flooding in any given year. The area is designated as Zones A
or AE on the Flood Insurance Rate Map. (dmended March 2007)

Base Flood. The flood level having a one-percent possibility of being equaled or exceeded in
any given year.

Basement. Any area of a building having its floor subgrade on all sides.
Building. See "structure".

Breakaway Wall. A wall that is not part of the structural support of the building and is intended
through its design and construction to collapse under specific lateral loading forces without
causing damage to the elevated portion of the building or supporting foundation.

Development. Any man-made change to improved or unimproved real estate, including but not
limited to buildings or other structures, mining, dredging, filling, grading, paving, excavation or
drilling operations or storage of equipment or materials. (Amended March 2007)

FEMA. Federal Emergency Management Agency.

Flood or Flooding. A general and temporary condition of partial or complete inundation of
normally dry land areas from:

a. The overflow of inland or tidal waters; and/or
b. The unusual and rapid accumulation or runoff of surface waters from any source.
(Deleted March 2007)

Flood Elevation Study. An examination, evaluation and determination of flood hazards and if
appropriate, corresponding water surface elevations, or an examination and determination of
mud slide or flood related erosion hazards

Flood Insurance Rate Map (FIRM). An official map incorporated with this ordinance on which
FEMA has delineated both the special flood hazard areas and the risk premium zones
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applicable to the Town of Wilton. The FIRM will be used to make determinations of flood
hazard zones and base flood elevations.

Flood Insurance Study. See "Flood elevation study”.

Floodplain or Flood-prone area. Any land area susceptible to being inundated by water from
any source (see "Flooding").

Flood proofing. Any combination of structural and non-structural additions, changes, or
adjustments to structures which reduce or eliminate flood damage to real estate or improved
real property, water and sanitation facilities, structures and their contents.

Floodway. See "Regulatory Floodway"'.

Functionally dependent use. A use which cannot perform its intended purpose unless it is
located or carried out in close proximity to water. The term includes only docking and port
facilities that are necessary for the loading/unloading of cargo or passengers, and ship building
repair facilities but does not include long-term storage or related manufacturing facilities.

Highest adjacent grade. The highest natural elevation of the ground surface prior to construction
next to the proposed walls of a structure.

Historic Structure. Any structure that is:

a. Listed individually in the National Register of Historic Places (a listing maintained by the
Department of Interior) or preliminarily determined by the Secretary of the Interior as
meeting the requirements for individual listing on the National Register;

b. Certified or preliminarily determined by the Secretary of the Interior as contributing to the
historical significance of a registered historic district or a district preliminarily determined
by the Secretary to qualify as a registered historic district;

c. Individually listed on a state inventory of historic places in states with historic preservation
programs which have been approved by the Secretary of the Interior; or

d. Individually listed on a local inventory of historic places in communities with historic
preservation programs that have been certified either;

1. By an approved state program as determined by the Secretary of the Interior, or
2. Directly by the Secretary of the Interior in states without approved programs.

Lowest Floor. The lowest floor of the lowest enclosed are (including basement). An unfinished
or flood resistant enclosure, usable solely for parking of vehicles, building access or storage in
an area other than a basement area is not considered a building's lowest floor; provided, that
such an enclosure is not built so as to render the structure in violation of the applicable non-
elevation design requirements of this ordinance.

Manufactured Home. A structure, transportable in one or more sections, which is built on a
permanent chassis and is designed for use with or without a permanent foundation when
connected to the required utilities. For floodplain management purposes the term
"manufactured home" includes park trailers, travel trailers, and other similar vehicles placed on
site for greater than 180 consecutive days. This includes manufactured homes located in a
manufactured home park or subdivision. (Amended March 2007)

Manufactured Home Park or Subdivision. A parcel (or contiguous parcels) of land divided into
two or more manufactured home lots for rent or sale. (Adopted March 2007)

Mean sea level. The National Geodetic Vertical Date (NGVD) of 1929 or other datum, to which
base flood elevations shown on a community's FIRM are referenced.
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New construction. For the purposes of determining insurance rates, structures for which the
“start of construction” commenced on or after the effective date of an initial FIRM or after
December 31, 1974, whichever is later, and includes any subsequent improvements to such
structures. For floodplain management purposes, new construction means structures for which
the start of construction commenced on or after the effective date of a floodplain management
regulation adopted by a community and includes any subsequent improvements to such
structures. (Adopted March 2007)

100-Year flood. See "base flood".

Recreational Vehicle. A vehicle which is (i) built on a single chassis; (ii) 400 square feet or less
when measured at the largest horizontal projection; (iii)designed to be self propelled or
permanently towable by a light duty truck; and (iv) designed primarily not for use as a
permanent dwelling but as temporary living quarters for recreational, camping, travel or
seasonal use. (Amended March 1994)

Regulatory Floodway. The channel of a river or other watercourse and the adjacent land areas
that must be reserved in order to discharge the base flood without cumulatively increasing the
water surface elevation more than a designated height. (Amended March 2007)

Special floo